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NMPEANCIIOBUE

IMocobue «Language, communication, society» MpoIoIKaeT CEPHUI0
y4eOHBIX MaTepUalioB IO aHTJIMKWCKOMY S3BIKY [UIS CTYICHTOB
HES3BIKOBBIX (PaKyJIBTETOB BHICIINX YUYSOHBIX 3aBeICHUH (HAIIpaBIeHUS
MOATOTOBKHM «I'yMaHHWTapHbBIE U CONMAbHBIE HayKn», «O0pazoBaHue U
MIEaTOTHKAY).

[Tocobue pazpaborano ¢ yderom pexomeHmanuii CoBeta EBporibt
«O0meeBporneiickne KOMIETSHIINN BIIAJICHUS WHOCTPAHHBIM SI3BIKOM:
Uzyuenne, oOydeHue, OICHKa» W HampaBieHO Ha (OpMHpPOBaHUE
KOMMYHHKAaTUBHOH KOMIIETCHIMH B cdepe npodecCHOHATBHOTO
obmenus (ypoBeHb Bl+). M3manme BrimodaeTr B ce0s aKTyalbHBIC
AyTEeHTUYHBIC TEKCTHI, OTPaXKAIOIINE COBPEMEHHBIE COLIMO-KYIBTYPHBIC
peajiy aHIJI0-TOBOPSIIMX CTPaH, a TaKKe pazHo0Opa3Hble 3aJaHusl A
Pa3BHUTHS HABBIKOB B OCHOBHBIX BHJIAX PEUEBOU JEATEIHFHOCTH.

[locobme cocToWT W3 [ABEHAOIATH Pa3lENoB, ITOCBSIIEHHBIX
KJIIOUEBBIM ~ cepaM TyMaHWUTapHOro 3HaHWs. Kaxapli pasmen
coliepuT TATh OiokoB: «Reading», «Language in use», «Speakingy,
«Writing», «Supplementary Readingy. bmox «Reading» oTkpbIBaeT
OTIOPHBIN TEKCT CHPABOYHO-IHIMKIIONEANIESCKOTO XapaKkTepa, KOTOPhIN
COIIPOBOXKIAETCSA KOMIUIEKCOM YIPaXHEHUH AJISI COBEPILEHCTBOBAHUS
MIPOW3HOIIICHUS, YCBOGHHUS JIEKCHYECKOTO MHUHHMyMa H OTpPabOTKH
rpamMmarudeckoro marepuana. binok «Language in use» IMOCBSIIEH
pacUIMpEeHHI0 aKTUBHOTO CIIOBAPHOTO 3amaca M pa3BUTHIO YMEHUS
pacrmo3HaBaTh OCHOBHBIE IJIMHTBHCTUYECKHE SIBICHHS TPH YTCHUHU
MpoQeCCHOHATFHO OPHEHTHPOBAHHBIX TEKCTOB. biok  «Speakingy
OPHEHTHpPOBaH HAa  aKTUBU3AIMIO YCTHOH pe4d, BBIPAOOTKY
CIOCOOHOCTH CTPOUTH CBA3HOE BHICKA3bIBaHHE, MTOAJCP)KUBATH PEUEBOE
B3aUMOJICUCTBHE U JOCTUIATh JKETAEMOM KOMMYHHMKATUBHOM LENH.
Bbnok «Writing» BkiltoyaeT B ce0sl 3alaHHs IJIsi COBEPIICHCTBOBAHHUS
MUCbMEHHOH peYH, CBSI3aHHbIE KaK HEMOCPEICTBEHHO C IMHCHMEHHOM
KOMMYHHKalield, TaKk W C KOHCIIEKTUPOBAaHHEM HH(OpMAIUH.
3aBepmraer KakImbelii pasgen 010k «Supplementary Readingy, TekcTs
KOTOPOTO PEKOMEHIYEeTCS HCIOJIb30BaTh ISl  CaMOCTOSTEIbHOM
paboTsl (pedepupoBanre, aHHOTAIHSA, KOHCIIEKT).
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UNIT 1
LANGUAGE

WARMING UP

1. Is it possible to calculate how many languages there exist in the
world nowadays?

2. What is the main difference between natural languages and animal

communication?

What artificial languages do you know? Do you use any of them?

4. Here is a famous verse translated from English into Klingon, the
constructed language spoken by Klingons in the fictional Star Trek
universe. Guess what work the text is taken from.

taH pagh taHbe'. DaH mu'tlheghvam vIgelnIS.
quv'a’, yabDaq San vaQ cha, pu' je SIQDI'?
pagh, Seng blQ'a'Hey SuvmeH nuHmey SuqDI’,
'ej, Suvmo', rinmoHDI'?

W

READING

The question ‘What is language?‘ is comparable with — and, some
would say, hardly less profound than — ‘What is life?” Language is one
of the hallmarks of the human species — an important part of what
makes us human. Perhaps because of its familiarity we rarely observe
language, taking it rather for granted, as we do breathing or walking.
Almost everything that we do in our everyday lives depends on
language. In fact, it is hard to even imagine what our world would be
like without language. So much of what keeps people and societies
together depends crucially on language. We need language to make and
enforce laws; get and distribute valued resources; create and maintain
personal and public relationships; teach children our ways of ‘being’,
‘thinking’ and ‘doing’; preserve our past and plan our future. Language
allows us to make friends (and enemies), joke and argue with each
other, celebrate happy occasions and mourn sad ones.
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The modern definitions of language have been proposed by
different linguists. In his famous book Language: An Introduction to
the Study of Speech Edward Sapir defined language as “a purely human
and non-instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions and
desires by means of a system of voluntary produced symbols.” B. Bloch
and G.L. Trager consider language to be “a system of arbitrary vocal
symbols by means of which a social group co-operates.” In contrast
with Sapir’s definition this one puts all the emphasis upon the social
function of language and makes no appeal to its communicative
purpose. R.A. Hall, like E. Sapir, treats language as a purely human
institution “whereby humans communicate and interact with each other
by means of habitually used oral-auditory arbitrary symbols.” The term
‘institution’ makes explicit the view that the language that is used by a
particular society is part of that society’s culture. R.H. Robins did not
give a formal definition of language; he pointed out that such
definitions “tend to be trivial and uninformative” and laid special
emphasis on the flexibility and adaptability of languages.

These definitions of language have served to introduce some of the
properties which some linguists have taken to be essential features of
languages as we know them. Most of them have presented the view that
languages are systems of symbols designed for the purpose of
communication.

In general a language can be defined as a system for encoding and
decoding information. In its most common use, the term refers to so-
called ‘natural languages’ — the forms of communication considered
peculiar to humankind. Essential to this meaning is the systematic
creation and usage of systems of symbols — each referring to linguistic
concepts with semantic or logical or otherwise expressive meanings.
The most obvious manifestations are spoken languages such as English
or spoken Chinese. However, there are also written languages and other
systems of visual symbols such as sign languages.

A set of commonly accepted signs (indices, icons or symbols) is
only one feature of language. All languages must define the structural
relationships between these signs in a system of grammar, the context
wherein the signs are used (pragmatics) and the content specificity, i.e.
its meaning (semantics). Rules of grammar is one of the characteristics
sometimes said to distinguish language from other forms of

5
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communication. They allow a finite set of signs to be manipulated to
create a potentially infinite number of grammatical utterances.

Another property of language is that its symbols are arbitrary. Any
concept or grammatical rule can be mapped onto a symbol. In other
words, most languages make use of sound, but the combinations of
sounds used do not have any necessary and inherent meaning — they are
merely an agreed-upon convention to represent a certain thing by users
of that language.

Languages live, die, move from place to place, and change with
time. Any language that ceases to change or develop is categorized as a
dead language. Conversely, any language that is in a continuous state of

change is known as a living language or modern language.
(Adapted from Fasold, R.W., Connor-Linton, J.
An introduction to language and linguistics, 2006
and Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia)

Expand your vocabulary

species — OMOTIOTHYECKUN BU

arbitrary — IpOU3BOILHBIN, CTyYalHBINA

to point out — yKa3bIBaTh, 00paIiaTb BHUMaHHUE
peculiar — CBOACTBEHHBIN YeMy-JI.

fo cease — IPEKpaAILATh AEJIATh YTO-JI.

inherent — HEOTBEMJIIEMBIH, BPOXKICHHBIN

POST-READING ACTIVITY
1. Discuss the following questions.

1. Can people do without a language?
Is a man born with a predisposition toward a particular language or
are all human beings genetically endowed with the ability to learn
and use language in general?

3. How can the sex or age of the speaker determine the use of
language?

4. What are the distinguishing features of language?
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5. What similar properties allow determining languages to be
genetically related?

2. Write the words given below in the correct column according to the
Stress pattern.

ability context emphasis particular
auditory crucially infinite peculiar
communicate determine inherent property
concept develop linguist relationship
consider distinguishing obvious species
H= Hen (] L] (] L]
consider

3. Match the words with their meanings.

1. argue a. see or point out the difference of something
2. definition b. a systematic procedure, technique, or mode of
inquiry employed by a particular discipline or art

3. distinguish ~ c. maintain in its original or existing state

4. hallmark d. a formal statement of the exact meaning of a word

5. inherent e. exchange views or opinions, especially heatedly or
contentiously

6. method f. a distinguishing characteristic, trait, or feature

7. preserve g. existing in something, especially as a permanent or

characteristic attribute

7
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4. Match the words to complete word combinations. Use them to form
the sentences.

1. artificial a. background
2. Dbasic b. definition

3. broad c. difference
4. common d. language

5. communicative €. meaning

6. cultural f. part

7. essential g. practice

8. human h. purpose

9. inherent i. species

10. public j- utterance

5. Find the noun that is usually uncountable in each line.

1. trait feature nature hallmark

2. information combination definition convention
3. animal (n) individual (n)  humankind society

4. past(n) concept life part

5. study research method technique
6. language word utterance speech

6. Put questions to the words or word expressions in the bold type.

Perhaps because of its familiarity we rarely observe language.
Almost everything that we do in our everyday lives depends on
language.

3. The modern definitions of language have been proposed by
different linguists.

4. B. Bloch and G.L. Trager consider language to be “a system of
arbitrary vocal symbols by means of which a social group co-
operates.”

5. This definition puts all the emphasis upon the social function of

language.
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