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CHAPTER L

OUTLINE OF THE HISTORY OF THE FRENCH INTELLECT FROM
THE MIDDLE OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY TO THE ACCES-

SION TO POWER OF LOUIS XIV.

Importance of the question, as to whether the historian
should begin with studymg the normal or the abnormal
condition of society .

Greater power of the church in France than in England

Hence in France during the sixteenth century everythmg
was more theological than in England

Hence, too, toleration was xmposslble in France .

But at the end of the sixteenth eentury scepticism appeared
in France, and with it toleration began, as was seen in

the Edict of Nantes . . .
The first sceptic was not Rabelms, but Montalgne . .
Continuation of the movement by Charron -

Henry IV. encouraged the Protestants .

And they were tolerated even by the queen-regent dunng
the minority of Louis XIIL

The most remarkable steps in favour of toleration were,
however, taken by Richelieu, who eﬁ"eetua.lly humbled
the church .

He supported the new secular scheme of govemment
against the old ecclesiastical scheme . . . .

His liberal treatment of the Protestants . .

They are deserted by their temporal leaders, and the ma-
nagement of the party falls into the hands of the clergy

Hence the French Protestants, being headed by the clergy,
become more intolerant than the French Catholics, who
are headed by statesmen . .

Evidence of the illiberality of the French Protest.ants

They raise a civil war, which was a struggle of classes
rather than of creeds .

Richeljeu put down the rebe]llon, but still a.bstamed ﬁ'om
persecuting the Protestants .

This liberal policy on the part of ‘the government was
only part of a much larger movement .

Ilustration of this from the philosophy of Descartes .
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