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VOL. VI

PART II.

CONTINUATION OF HISTORICAL GREECE.

CHAPTER XLVII.

YROM THE TIIRTY YEARS’ TRUCE, FOURTEEN YEARS BEFORE THE PELO-
PONNESIAN WAR, DOWN TO THE BLOCKADE OF POTIDZEA, IN THE YEAR
BEFORE THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR.

Personal activity now prevalent among the Athenian citizens— empire of
Athens again exclusively maritime, after the Thirty years’ truce.— Chios,
Samos, and Lesbos, were now the only free allies of Athens, on the same
footing as the original confederates of Delog — the rest were subject and
tributary. — Athens took no pains to inspire her allies with the idea of a
common interest —nevertheless, the allies were gainers by the continu-
ance of her empire. — Conception of Periklés — Athens, an imperial city,
owing protection to the subject-allies ; who, on their part, owed obedience
and tribute. — Large amount of revenue laid by and accumulated by
Athens, during the years preceding the Peloponnesian war. — Pride felt
by Athenian citizens in the imperial power of their city. — Numerous
Athenian citizens planted out as kleruchs by Periklés. — Chersonesus of
Thrace. Sindpe. — Active personal and commercial relations between
Athens and all parts of the ZEgean.— Amphipolis in Thrace founded by
Athens. — Agnon is sent out as (Ekist. — Situation and importance of
Amphipolis. — Foundation, by the Athenians, of Thurii, on the southern
coast of Ttaly.— Conduct of the refugee inhabitants of the ruined Syba-
ris — their encroachments in the foundation of Thurii: they are expelled,
and Thuni reconstituted. — Herodotus and Lysias — both domiciliated
ag citizens at Thurii.s Few Athenian citizens settled there as colomists.
— Period from 445-431 m.c. Athens at peace. Iler political condition
Rivalry of Periklés with Thucydidés son of Meclésins.— Points of con-
tention between the two parties: 1. Peace with Persia. 2. Expenditure
of money for the decoration of Athens.— Defence of Periklés perfectly
good against his political rivals. — Pan-Ilellenic schemes and sentiment
of Periklés. — Bitter contention of parties at Athens— vote of ostracism
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— Thucydidés is ostracized about 443 B.c. — New works undertaken at
Athens.” Third Long Wall. Docks in Peirsens — which is newly laid out
as a town, by the architect Hippodamus. — Odeon, Parthenon, Propyl®a.
Other temples. Statues of Athéné.— Illustrious artists and architects
~~ Pheidias, Iktinus, Kallikratés. — Effcct of these creations of art and
architecture upon the minds of contemporaries. — Attempt of Periklés to
convene a general congress at Athens, of deputies from all the Grecian
states. — Revolt of Samos from the Athenians.— Athenian armament
against Samos, under Periklés, Sophoklés the tragedian, etc.— Doubt-
fal and prolonged contest — great power of Samos —it is at last recon-
quered, disarmed, and dismantled. — None of the other allies of Athens,
except Byzantium, revolted at the same time.— Application of the Sa-
mians to Sparta for aid against Athens —it is refused, chiefly through the
Corinthians. — Government of Samos after the reconquest — doubtful

* whether the Athenians renewed the democracy which they had recently

established. — Funeral oration pronounced by Periklés upon the Athenian
citizens slain in the Samian war.— Position of the Athenian empire —
relation of Athens to her subject allies — their foelings towards her gen-
crally were those of indifference and acquiescence, not of hatred.— Par-
ticular grievances complained of inthe dealing of Athens with her allies.
— Annual tribute — changes made in its amount. Athenian officers and
inspectors throughout the empire.~ Disputes and offences in and among
the subject-allies, were brought for trial before the dikasteries at Athens.
Productive of some disadvantages, but of preponderance of advantage
to the subject-allies themselves.— Imperial Athens compared with impe-
rial Sparta.—Numerous Athenian citizens spread over the Bgean—the al-
lies had no redress against them, except through the Athenian dikasteries.
—The dikasteries afforded protection against misconduct both of Athenian
citizens and Athenian officers—The dikasteries, defective or not, were the
same tribunals under which every Athenian held his own security.— Athe-
nian empire was affected for the worse by the circumstances of the Pelo-
ponnesian war: more violence was introduced into it by that war than
had prevailed before. — The subject-allies of Athens had few practical
grievances to complain of.— The Grecian world was now divided into
two great systems; with a right su%posed to be vested in each, of punish-
ing its own reﬁ'actor{)members.-— olicy of Corinth; from being pacific,
becomes warlike. — Disputes arise between Corinth and Xorkyra — case
of Epidamnus.— The Epidamnians apply for aid in their distress to
Korkyra; they are refused—the Corinthians send aid to the place— The
Korkyreans attack Epidamnus —armament sent thither by Corinth, —
Remonstrance of the Korkyraans with Corinth and the Peloponnesians.
— Hostilities between Corinth and Korkyra—naval victory of the latter.
~— Large preparations made by Corinth for renewing the war.— Appli-
cation of the Korkyrmans to be received among the allics of Athens. —
Address_of the Xorkyrzan envoys to the Athenian public assembly.
Principal topics upon which it insists, as given in Thucydidés. — Envoys
from. Corinth address the Athenian assembly in reply.— Decision of the
Athenians — a qualified compliance with the.request of Korkyra. The
Athenian triremes sent to Korkyra. — Naval combat between the Corin-
thians and Korkyreans : rude tactics on both sides.— The Korkyreans
are defeated. — Arrival of a reinforcement from Athens — the Corinthian
fleet retires, carrying off numerous Korkyrsan prisoncrs.— Hostilitics
not yet professedly begun between Athens and Corinth.— Hatred con-
ceived by the Corinthians towards Athens.— They begin to stir up re-

volt among the Athenian allies — Potideea, colony of Corinth, but ally of
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Athens. — Relations of Athens with Perdikkas king of Macedonia ; his
intrigues along with Corinth against her— he induces the Chalkidians to
revolt from her —increase of Olynthus.— Revolt of Potilea— arma-
ment sent thither from Athens.— Combat near Potideea tetween the
Athenian force and the allied Corinthians, Potideeans, and Chalkidians.
—Victory of the Athenians. — Potidsea placed in blockade by the Athe-
NIANSe e coeeronrnenaoos recsenenanns RN Pertereene sresean 1-75

CHAPTER XLVIIIL

FROM THE BLOCKADE OF POTIDZA DOWN TO THE END OF THE FIRST
YEAR OF THR mOPONNESLLN WAR.

State of feeling in Greece between the Thirty years’ truce and the Pelopon-
nesian war — recognized probability of war — Athens at that time not
encroaching —decree interdicting trade with the Megarians. — Zealous
importunity of the Corinthians in bringing about a general war, for the
purpose of preserving Potideea. — Relations of Sparta with her allies —
they had a determining vote, whether they would or would mot approve
of a course of policy which had been previously resolved by Sparta sep-
arately. — Assembly of the Spartans separately addressed by envoys of
the allied powers, complaining that Athens had violated the truce.— The
Corinthian envoys address the asserably last, after the envoys of the other
allies have inflamed it against Athens.— International customs of the
time, as bearing upon the points in dispute between Athens and Corinth
— Athens in the right. — Tenor of the Corinthian address —little allu-
sion to recent wrong — strong cfforts to raise hatred and alarm against
Athens. — Remarkable picture drawn of Athens by her enemies. — i%eply
made by an Athenian envoy, accidentally present in Sparta.— His ac-
count of .the empire of Athens —how it had been acquired, and how it
was maintained. — He adjures them not to break the truce, but to adjust
all differences by that pacific appeal which the trnce provided.— The
Spartans exclude strangers, and discuss the point among themselves in
the assembly. — Most Spartan speakers are in favor of war. King Ar-
chidamus opposes war. His specch.— The spcech of Archidamus is
ineffectual. = Short, but warlike appeal of the Ephor Stheneldidas. —
Vote of the Spartan assembly in favor of war.— The Spartans send to
Delphi — obtain an encouraging reply. — General congress of allies at
Sparta. Second speech of the Corinthian envoys, enforcing the neces-
sity and propriety of war.— Vote of the majority of the allies in favor of
war, B.0. 432.—Views and motives of the opposing powers.— The hopes
and confidence, on the side of Sparta; the fears, on the side of Athens
Heralds sent from Sparta to Athens with complaints and requisitions
meanwhile the preparations for war go on.— Requisitions addressed by
Sparta to Athens — demand for the expulsion of the Alkmeonide as
impious — aimed at Periklds. — Position of Periklds at Athens: bitter
hostility of his political opponents : attacks made upon him.— Prosecu-
tion of Aspasia. Her character and accomplishments.— Family rela-
tions of Periklés — his conneetion with Aspasia. License of the comic
writers in their attacks upon both.— Prosccution of Anaxagoras the
%hilosophcr as well as of Aspasin— Anaxagoras retires from Athens —

eriklés defonds Aspasia before the dikastery, and obtaing her acqu'teal.
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-— Prosecution of the sculptor Pheidias for embezzlement — instituted by
the political opponents of Periklés.— Charge of peculation against Peri-
klés himself.— Probability that Periklés was never even tried for pecula-
tion, certainly that he was never found guilty of it.— Requisition from
the Lacedsemonians, for the banishment of Periklés—arrived when Periklés
was thus pressed by his political enemies —rejected. — Counter-requisi-
tion sent by the Atheniansto Sparta, for expiation of sacrilege. — Fresh
requisitions sent from. Sparta to Athens — to withdraw the troops from
Potidsea — to leave Agina free— to readmit the Megarians to Athenian
harbors. — Final and peremptory requisition of Sparta — public assem-
bly held at Athens on the whole subject of ‘war and peace.— Great dif-
ference of opinion in the assembly —important speech of Periklés. —
Periklés strenuously urges the Athenians not to yicld.— His review of
the comparative forces, and probable chances of success or defeat, in the
war. — The assembly adopts the recommendation of Periklés — firm and
determined reply sent to Sparta. — Views of Thucydidés respecting the
grounds, feclings, and projects of the two parties now about to embark in
war.— Equivocal period — war not yet proclaimed —first blow struck,
not by Athens, but by her enemies. — Open violation of the truce by the
Thebans —they surprise Plataa in the night.— The gates of Platea are
opened by an oligarchical party within —a Theban detachment are ad-
mitted into the agora at night — at first apparently successful, afterwards
overpowered and captured. — Large force intended to arrive from Thebes
to support the assailants carly in the morning — they are delayed by the
rain and the swelling of the AsOpus —they commence hostilities against
the Plateean persons and property without the walls.— Parley between
the Plataans and the Theban force without — the latter evacuate the ter-
ritory —the Theban prisomers in Platmea are slain.— Messages from
Platea to Athens —answer. — Grecian feeling, already predisposed to
the war, was wound up to the highest pitch by the striking incident at
Plataea.—Preﬁarations for war on the part of Athens —intimations sent
round to her allies— Akarnanians recently acquired by Athens as allies
— recent capture of the Amphilochian Argos by the Athenian Phormio.
— Strength and resources of Athens and her allies —military and naval
means — treasure.— Ample grounds for the confidence expressed by
Periklés in the result. — Position and power of Sparta and the Pelopon-
nesian allies—they are full of hope and confidence of putting down
Athens speedily.— Efforts of Sparta to get up a naval force.— Muster
of the combined Peloponnesian force at the isthmus of Corinth, under
Archidamus, to invade Attica. — Last envoy sent to Athens—he is dis-
missed without being allowed to enter the town.— March of Archidamus
into Attica — his fruitless sicge of (Enoé.— Expectation of Archidamus
that Athens would yield at the last moment.— Difficulty of Periklés in
persuading the Athenians to abandon their territory and sce it all
ravaged.— Attica deserted — the population flock within the walls of

Athens. Hardships, privations, am? distress endured.—March of Archid-
amus into Attica.— Archidamus advances to Acharnsm, within seven
miles of Athens. — Intense clamor within the walls of Athens —eager-
ness to go forth and fight. —Trying position, firmness, and sustained
ascendency, of Periklés, in dissuading them from going forth.— The

Athenians remain within their walls : partial skirmishes only, no general

action. — Athenian fleet is 'despatched to ravage the coasts of Pcloponne-

sus — first notice of the Spartan Brasidas — operations of the Athenians

in Akamnania, Kephallénia, etc.— The Athenians expel the ZEginotans

from Agina, and people the island with Athenian kleruchs. The Higi-
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