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PREFACE

ENGLAND, in the past, has entered into many Treaties
of Guarantee. Such Treaties are, apparently, entered
into without any serious consideration of the nature
of the obligations which they may import. This
book is intended to give all the information which
will enable the reader to form an opinion as to the
Treaty obligations of England towards Belgium and
Luxemburg. It is necessary to study the circum-
stances under which the Treaties were made as well
as the actual words of the Treaties. The proceedings
at the Vienna Conference of 1855 throw some light
on the nature of such Treaties ; the proceedings of the
London Conference of 1867, and the earlier negotia-
tions show how completely Bismarck was outwitted
by Lord Derby in the Luxemburg affair. On the
other hand the State Papers and Protocols from 1830
to 1839 do not, apparently, throw any light on the
Belgian Guarantee of 1839. The labour of reading
the various State Papers, debates, documents, and
books which might throw light upon the intentions of
the signatories to the various Treaties or upon the
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vi PREFACE

circumstances under which the Treaties were made
has been undertaken by Mr. Norton. But for the
legal aspects of the matter and for all opinions
expressed in this book Mr. Sanger is responsible.

C.P. s
H. T.J. N.
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