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PREFACE.

Soon after the completion of the first volume of this
work, Mr. Hudson Turner, whose health had for some
time been failing, was cut off by consumption in the prime
of life. Those who knew him best can most fully appre-
ciate the loss which Archwological literature has thereby
sustained : few persons have ever possessed such full and
accurate knowledge of the Public Records contained in
the various offices in London, or knew so well where to
find exactly what was wanted for the elucidation of any
particular point. The importance of the series of extracts
from the Records which he collected, translated, and pub-
lished in the first volume of this work has been universally
admitted ; but he unfortunately trusted too much to his
extraordinary memory, and has left few written memoranda
or references. The materials which he had collected for the
present volume were so slight, and in so imperfect a state,
that no one who had not been previously acquainted with
the plan of the work, or what they were intended to illus-
trate, could have made any use of them. Under these cir-
cumstances the present Editor, who had all along directed
his labours, undertook the task of arranging and digesting
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his few scattered materials, and thereby was led into edit-
ing the volume himself. In this he relied greatly on the
experience he had acquired in preparing the successive edi-
tions of the Glossary of Architecture; but if he had not
known that he could safely calculate upon much valuable
assistance from others more competent than himself, he
could never have ventured to have undertaken it at all. It
is now his pleasing task to acknowledge the assistance he
has received :—from Mr. W. Twopeny and Mr. Blore, with
whom the work in a great degree originated, and to whose
suggestions, as well as the loan of their beautiful drawings,
its success is mainly to be attributed ;—Mr. Richard C.
Hussey, who originally engaged to be the editor, and,
though compelled to relinquish this by the increase of his
professional engagements, has continued his advice and
assistance throughout ;—Mr. Duffus Hardy, who has given
many valuable suggestions, and directed the careful exami-
nation and selection from the Records, since the death of
Mr. Turner,—and the Rev. James Raine of Durham, who
has furnished much information in matters relating to the
north of England.—His thanks are also due to Mr. A.
Nesbitt, for the use of many of his drawings, and much
valuable assistance throughout the work ;—the Messrs.
Buckler for the free use of their extraordinary collection
of drawings, the result of the labours of three genera-
tions ;—the Duke of Northumberland, for the drawings
of the remarkably early oriel at Prudhoe, prepared ori-
ginally for the work on the Castles of the Percys, which
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Mr. Hartshorne has in hand for his Grace, but very hand-
somely given up to the present work, as belonging rather
to the general history of Domestic Architecture, than to
any local work ;—M. Viollet Le-Duc, and M. Didron, of
Paris, M. de Caumont, and M. Bouet, of Caen, for either
the notices themselves, or directions where to find the
existing remains in France, and M. Verdier, for those in
Italy,—and many other friends who have supplied in-
formation respecting the existing remains in the several
localities with which they were acquainted.

It is not without anxiety that the Editor now takes leave
of a volume which has occupied every spare moment for
many months, for which he may truly say that he has
often consumed the midnight oil, and for the preparation
of which he has travelled many hundred miles, never being
contented to take from other sources anything which he
had the opportunity of verifying for himself.

TurL, OxFoRD.
MarcH 1, 1853.
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