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Ah! situ dois mourir, bel astre, et si ta téte
Va dans la vaste mer plonger ses blonds cheveux,
Avant de nous quitter, un seul instant arréte—
Etoile de I'amour, ne descends pas des cieux !
ALFRED DE MUSSET, Le Saule.
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MR. ISAACS.

CHAPTER L

~ In spite of Jean-Jacques and his school, men are
not everywhere born free, any more than they are
everywhere in-chains, unless these be of their own
individual making. Especially in countries where ex-
cessive liberty or excessive tyranny favours the growth
of that class most usually designated as adventurers,
it is true'that man, by his own dominant will, or by a
still more potent servility, may rise to any grade of
elevation; as by the absence of these qualities he may
fall to any depth in the social scale.

Wherever freedom degenerates into license, the
ruthless predatory instinct of certain bold and un-
scrupulous persons may, and almost certainly will,
place at their disposal the goods, the honours, and the
preferment justly the due of others; and in those more
numerous and certainly more unhappy countries, where
the rule of the tyrant is substituted for the law of
God, the unwearying flatterer, patient under blows and
abstemious under high-feeding, will assuredly make his
way to power.

Without doubt the Eastern portion of the world,
where an hereditary, or at least traditional, despotism


http://rucont.ru/efd/84091
http://rucont.ru/efd/84091
http://rucont.ru/efd/84091
http://rucont.ru/efd/84091

