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RECORDED JUDGMENTS.

«It may be affirmed that there is no principal element of
Christianity, no main article of belicf, as professed by Protestant
Churches; that there is no moral or ethical sentiment, peculiarly
characteristic of the Gospel—that does mot find itself emphatically
and pointedly and clearly conveyed in some stanza of Charles Wes-
ley’s poetry.” Isaac TaYLOR.

«Full of inspiration, this sweet singer translated into the lan-
guage of earth snatches of orisons unutterable, till his plastic felicity
embodied them in immortal verse.” Jaues Hamrrox, D.D.

« Perhaps no poems have ever been so devoutly committed to
meniory as these, nor so often quoted on a death-bed.” SoUTHEY.

« This fervent lyrist and liturgist was perhaps the most gifted min-
strel of the modern Church; none since the Psalmist has embodied

in strains so genuine the religious exercises of the soul.”
LoxpoN QUARTERLY.

« Christian experience furnishes him with everlasting and inex-
haustible themes ; and it must be confessed that he has celebrated

them with an affluence of diction and a splendor of coloring rarely

gurpassed.” Jaues MONTGOMERY.
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vi RECORDED JUDGMENTS.

**Twere new indeed to see a bard all fire
Touch'd with a coal from hesven, assume the lyre,
And tell the world still kindling as he sung,
With more than mortal music on his tongue,
That He who died below and reigns above,
Inspires the song, and that his name is Love.’
CowpER.

“A comparison of the poetry of Doddridge, Watts, Kenn, and
Wesley, would show that Doddridge rises above Watts from having
caught the spirit of Kenn; and Wesley is deep and interior from
baving added to the Chrysostomian piety of Kenn the experimental
part of St. Augustine. Watts is a pure Calvinist, Kenn is a pure
Chrysostomian. Doddridge is induced to blend both, and the effect
is valuable and interesting. Wesley advances this union, He too
adds the views of grace to those of advanced holiness; but having
derived the former from a more unadulterating medium, he is uni-
formly practical and experimental.

“I know no equal specimen of pure primitive piety, or rather
Scriptural united piety, than this poetry; and for clear views and
expressions of the true evangelic religion, I know but one human
parallel —the matchiless liturgy of the Church of England.

Arexanorr Knox,

PREFACE.

Tue recorded judgments upon the pre
ceding pages, of authorities eminent in
the walks of literature and religion, and
the introduction which follows, dispense
with the necessity of an extended pre-
face.

Many persons of excellent taste and
unaffected piety have expressed a desire
to possess a wider range of this poetry
than can be found in any one collection;
and the editor, to meet this requirement,
has made selections from the author’s va-
rious works, and brought them within

the limits of this volume.
NEw-York, September, 1864,
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