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PREFACE.

THE peculiar objects of the Chanticleer’s
Voyage rendered it one of more than ordinary
interest, and particularly desirable that a record
of its general proceedings should be preserved.
Had it not been for the melancholy event by
which the expedition was deprived of its leader,
there can be no doubt that a complete nar-
rative of the voyage would long ago have been
published. The present volumes have been
drawn up from notes made with a scrupulous
care.

The numerous observations resulting from
the extraordinary exertions of Captain Foster,
were placed by the Admiralty in the hands of

men of science, who have done ample justice to
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iv PREFACE.

the merits of their Author: some of them have
been given here, but their discussion, and the
conclusions of these gentlemen, will be found
in the transactions of the learned Societies to
which they belong.

Besides this public testimony to the merits
and high qualifications of Captain Foster, his
admiring friends have erected a Monument
to his memory in the sanctuary of his native
village, Woodplumpton in Lancashire.

The monument consists of an Urn, from
which the British flag hangs in negligent folds,
and against which a sailor is leaning in the at-
titude of grief. An anchor and quadrant, and
a few nautical and scientific instruments, are also
introduced ; and below the figure the following
inscription is engraved in plain Roman capitals :

Sacred to the Memory of
Hexry FosTer, R. N. F. R. S.
Distinguished as well for superiority of intellect
as urbanity of manners.
By a zealous and firm discharge of duty,
he gained the confidence and regard of his
brother officers, and by a successful

pursuit of knowledge attracted the
notice of men of science.
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