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ERRATA

Page 51, line 11, for passage rcad Epistle

» 54y 9
1 60, 4
» 135 9
» 80
»n 81, 4,
n 81, 4,
» 83
3 I37 9

N.T. in Apostolic Fathers.

25, for (48) read (49)

15, insert Polycarp before (75)

32, for Symrn. read Smyrn.

24, omit Luke 9% ; as also

2, for Ay read 4

7, this sentence should follow on (97)
4 from bottom, for (93) read (92)
2 from bottom, for 123 read 125
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PREFACE

Tr1s work had its origin in a resolution passed by the
Society. of Historical Theology, in Oxford, appointing a small
Committee to prepare a volume exhibiting those passages of
early Christian writers which indicate, or have been thought
to indicate, acquaintance with any of the books of the New
Testament. Beyond the appointment of the Committee, the
Society has no responsibility whatever for the work, and the
judgements which are expressed belong to the Committee alone.
The present volume deals with the writings of the Apostolic
Fathers, in which information is scanty, and traces of de-
pendence on the Seriptures of the New Testament are most
open to doubt. The editors are quite aware that their judge-
ments may not command universal assent; but they may
claim at least that these judgements have been carefully
formed, sometimes after considerable hesitation, by men who
are not without practice in this kind of investigation. It
is hoped that the book will not only provide the student with
useful material, but afford him some helpful direction in
reaching his own conclusions.

The first duty of the Committee was to agree upon a plan.
It was decided to arrange the books of the New Testament in
four classes, distinguished by the letters A, B, C, and D,
according to the degree of probability of their use by the
several authors. Class A includes those books about which
there can be no reasonable doubt, either because they are
expressly mentioned, or because there are other certain indica-
tions of their use. Class B comprises those books the use of
which, in the judgement of the editors, reaches a high degree
of probability. With class C we come to a lower degree of
probability ; and in class D are placed those books which may
possibly be referred to, but in regard to which the evidence
appeared too uncertain to allow any reliance to be placed upon
it. Under each author the books of the New Testament are
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