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Wira all his acuteness, Captain Basil Hall does not
seem to have caught any suspicion of the rcal purpose
and meaning of the ball for which he was invited back
to Abbotsford on the 9th of January, 1825. That evening
was one of the very proudest and happiest in Scott’s
brilliant existence. Its festivities were held in honour of
a young lady, whom the Captain names cursorily among
the guests as “the pretty heiress of Lochore.” It was
known to not a few of the party, and I should have
supposed it might have been surmised by the rest, that
those halls were displayed for the first time in all their
splendour, on an occasion not less interesting to the Poet
than the conclusion of a treaty of marriage between the
heir of his name and fortunes, and the amiable niece of
his friends, Sir Adam and Lady Ferguson. It was the
first regular ball given at Abbotsford, and the last. Nay,
though twelve years have clapsed, I believe nobody has

ever danced under that roof since then. I myself never
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