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CHAPTER IX.
THE ADVANCE INTO BULGARIA.

Order of the Advance—Negligent Outpost Service—Sarejar Pavlo—Plundering at
Bjela—The Simnitza Bridge.—From the Danube to the Jantra—Bjela and its
Bridge—A Cross-Country Ride—Misbehaviour of Russian Soldiers—Climate of
Bulgaria—Riches of the Country—Forbearance of the Turks.

T Sarevica, July 7th—The army is not all over the river
yet. The bridge is continually giving way. The gth
Corps only crossed to-day. General Dragomiroff, with
the 14th Division of the 8th Corps, is at Sistova, but
he moves to-morrow. General Mirsky, of the gth
Division of the 8th Corps, is at Vardim. He moves
in this direction to-morrow. The sth Division of the
oth Corps marched through Sistova to-day towards
Nicopolis or Plevna. There are indications that this
corps, which, with the eighth, forms the army of the
Grand Duke Nicholas, will march to Plevna, and thence
to Loftcha, reaching that place about the same time
as the eighth reaches Tirnova. The 35th Division is
already at Batak, on the road to Tirnova. The ad-
vance guard of the cavalry is along the river Rusitza;
the right wing is at Madrego, the left at Dragonova.
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