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Useful tips: how to pronounce historical expressions

Years

1666 = sixteen sixty-six; 1705 = seventeen-oh-five;

1800 = eighteen hundred; 1914 = nineteen fourteen,;

2000 = the year two thousand; 2006 =two thousand and six
Decades

the 1790s= the seventeen-nineties

the 1910s = the nineteen-tens

Centuries

1500-1599 = the sixteenth century; 1700s= the seventeen hundreds
the XX century = the twentieth century; the XXI century = the twenty-first cen-
tury; the 1280s=the end of the thirteenth century

Abbreviations

CE/c.e. = Common/Current/Christian Era. Another way of indicating the
same period is

AD the traditional calendar era, Anno Domini .

BCE/b.c.e. = Before the Common/Current/Christian Era (an alternative to
Before Christ, abbreviated BC).

The two notations (CE/BCE and AD/BC) are equivalent; thus "2013 CE" = "AD
2013" and

"399 BCE" ="399 BC".

Kings' and Queens' Names

For rulers we use Roman numbers:
Elizabeth I = Elizabeth the First
Elizabeth II = Elizabeth the Second
George III = George the Third
George IV = George the Fourth
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Simon Michael Schama, CBE* (Commander of the Order of the British
Empire) was born 13 February 1945 in London. Simon Schama is a British histo-
rian and art historian. He is a University Professor of History and Art History
at Columbia University. He is best known for writing and hosting the 15-part
BBC documentary series A History of Britain. Other works on history and art in-
clude The Embarrassment of Riches, Landscape and Memory, Dead Certain-
ties, Rembrandt's Eyes, and his history of the French Revolu-
tion, Citizens. Schama is an art and cultural critic for 7he New Yorker. He worked
for short periods as a lecturer in history at Cambridge, where he became a Fellow
and Director of Studies in History, and at Oxford, where he was made a Fellow
of Brasenose College in 1976, specialising in the French Revolution. In 1980
Schama took up a chair at Harvard University. The year 2000 saw Schama return
to the UK, having been commissioned by the BBC to produce a series of televi-
sion documentary programmes on British history as part of their Millennium cel-
ebrations, under the title A History of Britain. Schama wrote and presented the
episodes himself, in a friendly and often jocular style with his highly characteris-
tic delivery, and was rewarded with excellent reviews and unexpectedly high rat-
ings. Three series were made, totalling 15 episodes covering the complete span of
British history up until 1965; it went on to become one of the BBC's best-selling
documentary series on DVD.
www.imdb.com/name/nm0769988/

* CBE is a special honour given to some British people for things they have done
for their country.
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I. "Beginnings"

S w

3100 BC - 1000 AD. Stone age. Village of Skara Brae, Orkney. Over the
next four thousand years Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, Danes, and Christian
missionaries arrive, fight, settle and leave their mark on what will become the na-
tions of Britain.

Task 1. Before watching the first part of the film, look through the brief timeline
of the period.

250,000 — 300,000 Earliest pre-human and human archaeological finds.

ca. 25,000 BC — 9,000 BC - Northern Europe was plunged into a deep Ice Age
8,500 BC - British Isles separate from Continent. Thanks to higher sea levels,
Ireland and Britain become separate islands divided by the Irish Sea. A warmer
climate led to the growth of forests all over Britain.

ca. 6,000 BC Beginning of Neolithic (Stone) Age in Britain. The cultivation of
previously wild plants encouraged the growth of permanent farming settlements.
Animals were domesticated.

ca. 3000 BC Start of Stonehenge construction.

ca. 2300 BC Beginning of Bronze Age in Europe.

ca. 2000 BC Use of Stonehenge declines.

ca. 1500 BC Change in climate leads to sharp decline in population.

sixth century BC Beginning of Iron Age and Celtic culture in Britain.

ca. 325 BC Greek traveler Pytheas of Massilia circumnavigates Britain.

55 BC First Roman invasion of Britain, under Julius Caesar.
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43AD Roman invasion under Claudius followed by conquest of most of Brit-
ain.
306 Constantine is proclaimed emperor at York.

410 The end of Roman rule in Britain.
(Burns 2010); (Dargie 2007)

Task 2. Listen to the introduction and fill in the gaps in the text.

From its earliest days 1)......... was an object of desire. Tacitus, a Roman writer
and historian, 2)........ it worth a conquest. Britannia was thought to be rich in
R) U 5 IO ) R As far as the Romans were concerned Britannia was the

6) .... of the world, but it was the edge of their world. If the Romans had traveled
to the northernmost part of the islands (Orkney), they would have seen unmistak-
able signs of a 7)............ thousands of years older than the Rome.

Task 3. Find answers to the following questions and write a short summary
of Part 1:
e Where are the remains of Stone Age life most abundant?
abundant — oOMJILHEI, MHOTOYHCIICHHEI
e What is the name of the Neolithic village that is circa 5000 years old and
was discovered in 18507
circa — oxoJo
e Who robbed the tombs in Scara Brae but left there their own legacy in the
form of graffiti? (the Vikings)
tombs — rpoOHMIIBI, 3aXOPOHEHUS
e What were the most distinctive features of life of Stone Age people in Brit-
ain?
Describe their settlements, houses, burials, everyday activities, eating habits,
tools, art
oysters — yCTPHIIbI
thriving bustling communities — npongeraroe MOCeICHUsI C aKTUB-
HBIM HAaCEJICHUEM
hearth — ouar
dressers — KyXOHHbIE IIKA(BbI
ivory necklaces — Oychl 13 CJIOHOBOI KOCTH
rudimentary tools — TpMUTHUBHbBIE HHCTPYMEHTBI
Solstice — paBHOIEHCTBUE
hoi polloi - 0Ob1yHbBIE THOU
game — JIN4b, TUKHUEC KUBOTHBIC
shield — nut
e Was Britain really an unbroken forest kingdom stretching from Cornwall to
Inverness?
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e How did the life in Britain change in Iron Age (tools, settlements, social
life, art and craftsmanship, cults)?
grisly brutality of the Druids — y»xacHas xecTokocTs pynnios;
decapitated heads — oTesieHHbIE OT TEJ TOJIOBBI;
e Why were hill forts, towers and walls built in the Iron Age?
e How and when did Romans conquer Britain (Caesar’s campaigns,
Claudius’s campaign, Boadicea’s revolt, Colchester burnt, Hadrian’s wall)?
the lure of treasure — co0a3H COKPOBHIII
seductive — co0a3HUTETBHBIH
what Roman generals craved the most — 4ero oco0€HHO XaXKTaJld PUM-
CKHE TE€HEePaJTbI
perennial secret British weapon, the weather — u3BeuHoe cexpeTHoe
opyxue OpuUTaHIEB, TOTOAA
carrot and stick — KHyT U IpSHUK (MOPKOBb U NAJIKA)
oppida — ykperieHHas Tpynna KHIATI]
ally — COrO3HUK, CIOABUKHUK
to realise on which side their bread was buttered — nonumaTth, rjic Bbi-
roja
public flogging — myGuynas mopka
Her great insurrection ended in a gory, chaotic slaughter — Ee Benukoe
BOCCTaHUE 3aKOHYMIIOCh KPOBABBIM, XaOTHYHBIM TTOOOHUIIIEM
e What innovations did the Romans introduce to Britain? Describe the main
features of life in Roman Britain. How did the Roman rule end?
genuine fusion — ucTUHHOE ClUsIHUE
vulnerability — ys3BumMocTs
e Describe the political and social situation in Britain after the withdrawal of
Romans. What is meant by “the vacuum of power” in 5" c. Britain? What were
the main stages and the aftermath of the Anglo-Saxon invasion? Describe the re-
lationship between the British and Anglo-Saxons during the period.
...seemed a boon not a curse — xazanuch 0J1aroM, a He MPOKJISATHEM
blunder — cepbe3nas omuoka
e What were the principal features of Anglo-Saxon society and way of life?
e How did the conversion of Britain to Christianity take place? (St. Patrick,
Augustine, Venerable Bede)
conversion — oOpanieH1ue B XpUCTUAHCTBO
Gospel — EBanrenue
pagan — 3bIYECKUI
e Describe the arrival of Vikings in Britain (raids, plunder, slavery). How did
the unification of England in the face of Viking threat take place? What was
the role of Alfred the Great in this process?
heathen men — s3p1YHUKH
plunder — rpabex, rpabuTh
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