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Aedication.

T

EARL DE GREY AND RIPON, SECRETARY OF STATE

LONTniN
FRINIED By

FOR WAR,
WILLTAM CUHAMS, B B rnag wiprs

STEANL. wo

1 BEG To DEDICATE THESE PAGES.

MY RELATIONS WITH THE WAR-OFFICE HAVE BEEN ALWAYS CORDIAL,
BECATSE T BELIEVE
HIS LORDSUIP 1< ANXIOUS TO DISCHARGE HIS DUTY,
AND BECAUSE 1 BELIEVE
HIESTANDS IN NEED OF THE STRAIGHTFORWARD TESTIMONY WHICH I, AS A MEMBER

OF THE FOURTH FSYATF. HAVE GIVEN
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PREFACE.

I have advisedly appended the term philosophical
discourse to the title to set myself right with the public.
The books which I have written on dockyards and this
book on guns are not off-hand criticisms, but serious,
although humble efforts, to rescue the great public
questions with which I deal from the lofty pretension,
the unmeaning words, and the mystification of those
who desire to appear learned, and who find it advan-
tageous, professionally advantageous, to practise im-
position. A philosophical discourse is a true discoursa,
representing fact as it is, and not as it appears to be,
nor as it may be conceived to be. It takes truth as it
finds it, and presents to the understanding the material
for a sound, a common sense, and an exhaustive Jjudg-
ment. The man who reads this book will know as
much of guns—that is, the use of them—as Sir William
Armstrong, Mr. Whitworth, the Director-General of
Ordnance, or Lord De Grey.

It is an ungracious task discussing the subject-matter
of this book as I have done. I will have made to my-
self no end of enemies, and very likely not a single
friend. But it is something, indeed it is a great reward,
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