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NOTE

The English edition of Dr. Busch’s work which we
publish to-day has been translated from the original German
text in the possession of the publishers. A few passages have,
however, been omitted as defamatory, or otherwise unsuitable
for publication. Dr. Busch contemplated incorporating bodily in
the first volume a reproduction of his earlier work: Prince Bis-
marck and his People during the Franco-German War; but
while the many valuable additions which he made to it have
been preserved, such portions as would no longer have pre-
sented any special interest for English readers have been con-
siderably abridged.
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PREFACE

The work which I now present to the German people
contains a complete1 account of all the events of which I was a
witness during my intercourse of over twenty years with Prince
Bismarck and his entourage. Part of it is not entirely new, as I
have embodied in it portions of the book published by me in
1878, under the title: Prince Bismarck and his People during
the Franco-German War. I have, however, restored the numer-
ous passages which it was then deemed expedient to omit, and I
have also dispensed with the many modifications by which, at
that time, certain asperities of language had to be toned down.
The bulk of the present work consists of a detailed narrative of
the whole period of my intercourse with the Prince both before
and after the French campaign. I collected and noted down all
these particulars respecting Prince Bismarck and his immediate
supporters and assistants, in the first place for my own use, and
secondly as a contribution to the character and history of the
Political Regenerator of Germany. The sole object of he diary
which forms the basis of this work was to serve as a record of
the whole truth so far as I had been able to ascertain it with my
own eyes and ears. Any other object was out of the question, as
it was impossible that I could desire to deceive myself. Subse-
quently, when I thought of publishing my notes, I was fully
conscious of my responsibility towards history, the interests of
which could not be promoted by material that had been col-
oured or garbled for party purposes. I wished neither to be an
eulogist nor a censor. To my mind, panegyric was superfluous,
and faultfinding was for me an impossibility. A tendency to the
sensational is foreign to my nature, and I leave the pleasure to
be derived from grand spectacular shows to lovers of the thea-
tre. I desired to record the mental and other characteristics
which our first Chancellor presented to me under such and such
circumstances, thus helping to complete, and at times to rectify,

                                                     
1 Strictly speaking, almost complete, as some passages must still be omitted
for the present.
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