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MADONNA MARY.

CHAPTER L

Tae Cottage changed its aspect greatly after the
arrival of the regiment, and it was a change which
lasted a long time, for the dépdt was established at
Carlisle, and Captain Askell got an appointment which
smoothed the stony way of life a little for himself and
bis wife. Kirtell was very accessible and very pretty,
and there was always a welcome to be had at the
Cottage; and the regiment returned in the twinkling of
an eye to its old regard for its Madonna Mary. . The
officers came about the house continually, to the great
enlivenment of the parish in general. And Mrs. Kirk-
man came, and very soon made out that the viear and
his curate were both very incompetent, and did what
she could to form a missionary nucleus, if not under
Mrs. Ochterlony’s wing, at least protected by her shadow;
and the little Askells came and luxuriated in the grass
and the flowers; and Miss Sorbette and the doctor, who
were still on the strength of the regiment, paid many
visits, bringing with them the new people whom Mary
did not know. When Hugh and Islay came home at
vacation times, they found the house so lively, that it
acquired new attractions for them, and Aunt Agatha,
who was not so old as to be quite indifferent to society,

Mudonnu Havy, 1, 1
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