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PREFACE.

—.—

WHEY the idea was conceived of uniting the contents of several dictionaries, it was believed
that, by gveat compression, and the adoption of a small type, such a work might be produced
with considerable advantages to the public, provided its price could be kept within those limits
which, it might reasonably be expected, would render it, to all, easily accessible, The obvious
Iabour, however, involved in the earrying out of such an idea, seemed to invest it with insuperable
difficulties; for it was desired that every article should be newly written, or, at all events, undergo
such a process of rceasting as should impart to old knowledge all the freshness of new, and even
make the new, in some measure, partake of the form and substance of an entire originality.
TWhatever were the difficulties, however, in the plan proposed, it was determined to be attempted,
and the result is, that this *“ Dictionary,” in so far as the great body of its articles is concerned,
has as high claims to originality as can be conceded to any work of a similar deseription. In
its execution, no pains have been spared; yet it would be the next thing to a miracle, if, in a,
work so comprehensive in its plan, and, at the same time, dealing with so much that is minute,
there were no faults, both of omission and commission. After making reasonable allowance,
however, for human imperfectibility, it may, with safety, be said, that it will be found, in variety,
aceuracy, and extent of information, fully entitled to public confidence.

A fow words of special reference to the reasons for the manner in which its several portions
are treated, may be acceptable,

In the GEOGRAPHICAL department, the abundance of materials was such, that, in order to be
comproehensive, it was necessary to be brief. Great condensation was therefore roquired, that no
place, natural feature, or historical fact connected with it, of any importance, should be omitted,
and that this portion of the work should have all the essential qualities of a universal gazetteer.
Accordingly, it will be found to do more than serve all the common purposes of geographieal
reference, whilst it is accompanied by Maps expressly engraved, for further illustration. It
should be remembered, however, that every geographical work must be more or less imperfect
with reference to its local information. ¢‘ Geography,” says Balbi, ‘“is almost necessarily a
compound of things which are, with things which have ceased to he. How ean one he informed of
all tho changes that take place in the course of a few years, even in the capitals of Europe, still more
inthose of Asia, Africa, and America? Toeompose a geography which should exhibit a complete
picture of the globe at o particular period, it would be necessary to have authentic documents,
all of the same date, and that a recent one; a thing which has never been possible, and never
will be.”

In Brograrmy, the difficulty was not what to choose, but what to reject. ¢ Eminent,”
or “¢ distinguished ” persons have lived in all ages, and have figured in every condition of life.
The object here, however, has been, as far as possible, to give a place to excellence, wherever it
has appeared, as well as to indicate its peculiarity. The value of time is, every day,
becoming more and more appreciated, and he who loses the least of it, whether in manual or
mental labour, will add most o his stores of wealth or of knowledge. Keeping this in mind, the
principal facts in the lives of the ¢ illustrious” have specially been attended to, in order that the
reader may at a glance, so to speak, see upon what ground it is that these ‘“worthies” have a
claim to distinction. It mustzobbe imagined, however, that, in order to be useful, it was deeraed
unnecossary to be agreeable ; on the contrary, as much care has been given to the art of pleasing
by the qualities of style, as the space in a work embracing so much, would admit.

As it entered into the plan of this Dictionary that it should be as free as possible from all
corruptions of sentiment, it was requisite that the ancient MYTHOLOGY should be divested of
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those obscenities with which it had Litherto been errlcu‘mbered. Accordingly, W.hﬂS{". the most
serupulous care has been taken to preserve all the pnnclpftl fea.t‘ure.s and .p'OOtICZ\l intevest of the
Greck and Roman legends, they have been freed from the.1r many impurities. For example, to
know that gods and goddesses had the power of assuming various forms, for theI pu.rpose of
gratifying human passions, is not a kind of knowleflge. calculated to be of much value ; m}d as
ali suck logends are now tacitly expunged from social mFercourse, they can hardly be said to
have any practical use whatever. Notwithstanding th%s, however, they have mostl.y been
retained, but in such a shape, it is hoped, as not to inJur.e, far less destroy, the genius and
invention by which many of them are so eminently characterized. '

In BipLe HISTORY, it was not thought necessary to be so full, simply from. the expefztatlon
that, in a Christian country, there are few without a copy of the ¢ Bo.ok” which contnl}ls .tho
great truths of the faith professed by its inhabitants, and, consequently, ignorant of the prineipa)
events of which that book is composed.

The CERONOLOGICAL TABLES have been carefully compiled, and embrace all the leading events
which have occurred from the commencement of the creation down to the present period. These
will, in many instances, serve as suggestive indices to articles where, in the body of the work,
tho events themselves are treated ab greater length in conmection with those matters to which
they have relation.

It romains now to speak of the PRONUNCIATION. This, although apparently, perhaps, the
least important part of this Dictionary, has, novertheless, been found encompassed with no
inconsiderable degree of difficulty. When words are, in themselves, frequently undorgoing
changes in their orthography, it can easily be conceived how diffeult it is to fix their orthoepy.
This difficulty was foresecn before it was attempted to be removed ; but when it was remembered
how little attention has been paid, by the great mass of the people, to this subject, it was dsomod
as much a duty as a necessity, to make, in a work of this kind, an attempt which should, at all
events, show, as far as the power of written characters, and not spoken words, would allow, thoe
manner of correctly pronouncing proper names., Accordingly, this has been done, and it i
hoped with some suceess.

Having thus indicated the general character, and specified the plan pursued in the particular
portions of this Dictionary, the EDITORS have nothing more to do than to make their acknowledg.
ments to their Subscribers and the Press, for the handsome manner in which their labours have
boen received and spoken of. If thoy had had nothing else to stimulate them in the task they
had imposed upon themselves, the favourable criticisms of upwards of 300 of the Journals of
England, Scotland, and Ircland, would have been a suficient inducement to make them ““do their
duty,” and faithfully fulfil, as far as lay in their power, all the premises made by the prospoctug
of the work, in announcing its advent £o the publio,
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Eight Illustrations, cloth, gilt edges, 3s. 64.; Ivory Enamel, 75.; Tortoisesh ell, 35
Morocco, 7s. 64.; Morocco extra, 10s. 64,

MOXON’S POPULAR POETS.

EDITED BY WILLIAM MICHAEL ROSSETTI.

The Press and the Public, alike in Great Britain and her Colonies, and in the United
States, unite in their testimony to the immense superiority of Messrs, Moxon's Popular
Poets over any other similar collections published by any other house. Their possession
of the Copyright Works of Coleridge, Hood, Keats, Shelley, Wordsworth, and other
great National Poets, places this series above rivalry,

1. Byron’s Poetical Works. 11. Tupper's Proverbial Philosophy.
2. Longfellow’s Poetical Works, The Four Series Complete for the first
3. Wordsworth's Poetical Works time in One Vol., with Portrait.

4. Scott’s Poetical ‘Works. 12, Milton's Poetical Works.

5. Shelley’s Poetical Works. 13. Campbell’s(Thos.)Poetical Works.
6. Moore’s Poetical Works. 14. Pope’s Poetical Works, .

7. Hood's Poetical Works. 15. Cowper's Poetical Works.

8. Keats’s Poetical Works. 16. Mrs. Hemans’ Poems.

9. Coleridge’s Poetical Works. 17. A Selection of Humorous Poems.
10. Burns’s Poetical Works. 18. A Selection of American Poems.

MOXON’S LIBRARY POETS.

The complete and continuing success of MOXON'S POETS, in the mpula;
Three-and-Sixpenny Series, has induced the house-to commence the publication o
a LIBRARY EDITION of Moxon’s Poets.

PRICE FIVE SHILLINGS PER VOLUME,

i i ilt edges;

. Handsomely printed on good paper, either half Roxburgh or cloth, gilt edges;

These Volumes znpll be regularly issued until the Library Edition is complete. S The

First Volumes ready will be Keats and Tupper (immediately), and the entire Series
will be in the hands of the Trade ready for the Christmas Season.

E. MOXON, SON, & CO., Dover Street, w.,
and Amen Corner, Paternoster Row, E.C.
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Just published, in folio, cloth gilt, gilt edges, Engravings, 21s. ; Proofs, 425

KEATS'S Poetic Romance, ENDYIHION.

ILLUSTRATED BY E. J. POYNTER, A.R.A.
Six magnificent Engravings on Steel by F. JOUBERT, from Paintings by E. J. POYNTER.

This will undoubtedly prove the grandest Present Book of the Season.

/
THE HOOD-DORE.
THOMAS HOOD. Cloth gilt, gilt edges. Illustrated by Gustave

Doré. With Nine Engravings on Steel, from Original Drawings by Gustave
Doré, and many Woodcut Illustrations, folio, 21s.

THE TENNYSON -DORE SERIES,

With Engravings on Steel from Drawings by Gustave Doré, in cloth gilt, gilt edyes.
[P U,

THE IDYLLS OF THE KING. 37 Engravings., In One magnificent folio
Volume, 73s. 64.

ELAINE. Nine Engra.vings,~ folio, VIVIEN. Nine Engravings, folio, 215.
215, GUINEVERE. Nine Engravings,
ENID, Nine Engravings, folio, 21s. folio, 21s.

*»* VIVIEN AND GUINEVIRE, bound in One Volume, 425,

Just published, large 4to, cloth gilt, gilt edges, 215 ; proofs, India, mounted, 42s.

THOMAS HOOD. Again Illustrated by Birket Foster.
Containing Twenty-two Drawings by BIRKET FOSTER. Engraved on Steel
by WiLLiam MILLER, of Edinburgh,

THE DREAM oOF EUGENE ARAM, THE ROMANCE OF COLOGNE.

THE FLOWER. THE PLEA OF THE MIDSUMMER FAIRIES,
Tue ELM TREE. THE MERMAID OF MARGATE,

THE LAY OF THE LABOURER, HERO AND LEANDER,

THE HAUNTED HoUsE. A LEGEND OF NAVARKE.

A STORM AT HASTINGS. Our LADY'S CHAPEL.

Also, uniform with the above, Engravings, 21s.; Proofs, 42s.
THOMAS HOOD. Illustrated by Birket Foster. Tirst Series.
Now ready, New Edition, feap. 4to, cloth gilt, gilt edges, 21s.

HOOD'S MISS KILMANSEGG and HER PRECIOUS LEG.
Illustrated by Sixty Etchings from Drawings by THOMAS SECCOMBE,

Price 105, 64., crown 8vo, half Roxburgh,
THE POETS AND POETRY of the NINETEENTH
CENTURY. By J.Devey, M.A.. Barrister-at-Law.

*s* Messrs. Moxon & Co., in announcing this Volume—a Criticism and Comparative
Estxmgte of the Poets of the ngteenth Century—believe that, as a Companion Volume

In the Press, NEw VoLume of the HaoYypN SERIES,

A DICTIQNARY_ of POPULAR MEDICINE and HYGIENE;
comprising all possible Self-aids in Accidents and Disease : being a Companion
for the Traveller, Emigrant, and Clergyman, as well as for the Heads of all
Families and Institutions, Edited by Epwin LANKESTER, M.D., F.R.S,

Coroner of North Middlesex.  Assi e
Phydiea No Surgomns ex ssisted by Professors of the Royal College of

E. MOXON, SON, & CO., Dover Street, W.,
and Amen Corner, Paternoster Row, E.C.
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