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PREFACE.

QuesrIoNs in relation to banking law, involving interests of
great magnitude, have of late arisen in unusual numbers.
But those engaged in investigating them have been cast upon
the trackless wilderness of the reports, without guide or aid
of any description from treatises or text-books on the subject.
English works are nearly useless on this side of the water,
since English legislation and usages differ widely and materi-
ally from our own. No thorough and sufficient book has ever
been attempted by an American writer. It seemed to me that
there was not only room but even a necessity for such an
undertaking ; and when I entered upon the task and found
bow it grew and expanded upon investigation; when I found
how many doctrines of the law had been expounded, having
reference solely to the banking business, which had never
been brought together and elucidated in connection with each
other, or upon any uniform principle; when I found what
multitudes of cases had arisen and been adjudicated which
had never been collected, compared, or criticised, which might
be overlooked, overruled, practically lost to the profession, I
learned that the need for such a work as I contemplated was
even far greater than I had believed it to be.

How well I have met the demands of my task I cannot pre-
tend to judge. That imperfections should exist in my work
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