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PERIODS OF EUROPEAN HISTORY

General Editor—ARTHUR HASSALL, M.A.,
Student of Christ Church, Oxford.

THE object of this series is to present in separate Volumes a
comprehensive and trustworthy account of the general develop-
ment of European History, and to deal fully and carefully with
the more prominent events in each century.

The Volumes embody the results of the latest investigations,
and contain references to.and notes upon original and other
sources of information.

It is believed that no such attempt to place the History of
Europe in a comprehensive, detailed, and readable form before
the English Public has yet been made, and it is hoped that the
Series will form a valuable continuous History of Medizval and
Modern Europe.

Period I.—The Dark Ages. A.D.476-918. ByC. W. C. OMAN, M.A.,
Fellow of All Souls’ College, Oxford. 7s. 6d. [Already publisked,
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By H. O. WAKEMAN, M.A., Fellow of All Souls’ College, and
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Period V1I.—Revolutionary Europe. A.D. 1789-1815.
By H. MORSE STEPHENS, M.A., Professor of History at Cornell
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PREFACE

IN attempting to write the history of Europe in the
eighteenth century, I have been compelled for want of
space to omit to a great extent the history of the
Papacy and Portugal, and to touch upon the internal
history of France only so far as it reacted upon the
foreign policy of Louis xv. and XVI I have, how-
ever, endeavoured to give full prominence to the
foreign policy of Dubois, Fleury, Choiseul, and Ver-
gennes, to emphasise the full meaning of the diplo-
matic revolutions of 1717 and 1756, and to bring out
clearly the disastrous effects upon France of her entry
into the war between England and the revolted Ameri-
can colonies.

I have also devoted much attention to showing
the close interdependence of Northern, Eastern, and
Western politics, and have in consequence endeavoured
to bring into clear light the first beginnings of the
Eastern Question, the rise of Russia and Prussia, and
the decay of Sweden, Poland, and Turkey.

For the valuable Appendices A, B, and C—the results
of very careful investigations—I am indebted to the
courtesy of the Rev. A. H. Johnson ; while to Mr. H. O.
Wakeman and Mr. A. N. Moberley I venture to express
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