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PREFACE.

THE ESSAYS in the present volume are taken chiefly
from the Zimes, Scribner's Magasine, the Gentleman’s
Magaszine, Belgravia, the Contenporary Review, and
the Corniizll. 1 have little to say of them that I have
not already said of other essays of mine which have
been republished in book form. My object in writing
them has been to give clear and simple but also
correct accounts of scientific matters likely to be

interesting to the general public.

RICHARD A. PROCTOR.

LONDON : December 1881.
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