International Meridian Conference

HELD IN THE

CITY OF WASHINGTON.

-

I.

SESSION OF OCTOBER 1, 1884.

The Delegates to the International Meridian Conference,
who assembled in Washington upon invitation addressed by
the Government of the United States to all nations holding
diplomatic relations with it, ¢ for the purpose of fixing upon
a meridian proper to be employed as a common zero of longi-
tnde and standard of time-reckoning throughout the globe,”
held their first conference to-day, October 1, 1884, in the

- Diplomatic Hall of the Department of State.

The following delegates were present:

On behalf of Austria-Hungary—

Baron Iexarz voN SCHAEFFER,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

On behalf of Brazil—
: Dr. Loz Oruts, - :
- Director «g,‘f' the Imperuzl ()bservatory of Rio Janeiro.
On behnlﬁ of Golomblar-—

Oommodore 8. R. MNHJN, U S. Navy,
Superintendent U. S. Naval Observatory.

On behalf of Costa Rica—
" Mr J van Franomsoo Eomvmnm,
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On behalf of France—
Mr. A. LerAIVRE,
Minister Plenipotentiary and Consul-General.
Mr. JansseN, of the Institute,
Director of the Physical Observatory of Paris.

On behalf of Germany—
Baron H. vox ALVENSLEBEN,

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

On behalf of Great Britain—
Captain Sir F. J. O. Evans,
LRoyal Navy.
Prof. J. C. Apawms,
Director of the Cambridge Observatory.
Lient.-General StracEEy,
Member of the Council of India.
Mr. Saxprorp FrLEmiNG,

ﬁqpresenting the Dominion of Canada.

On behalf of Guatemala—
M. Mirrs Rocx,
President of the Boundary Commission.

On behalf of Hawaii—
Hon. W. D. ArexanpEr,

Surveyor-General.
Hon. Lureer Asoro,
- Privy Counsellor.

On behalf of Italy—
Count ArBerT DE FoRESTA,

First Secretary of Legation.
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On behalf of Japan—
Professor Kixuvenr,
Dean of the Scientific Dep’t of the University of Tokio.

On behalf of Mexico—
Mr. Leanpro FERNANDEZ,
Civil Engineer.
Mr. ANGEL ANGUIANO,
Director of the National Observatory of Mexico.

On behalf of Paraguay—

Captain Jor~x StEwART,
Consul-General.

On behalf of Russia—
Mr. C. b StrUVE,
FEnvoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.
Major-General SteByrTZEI,
Imperial Russian Staff.
Mr. J. o Korogrivorr,
Conseiller & Etat actuel.

On behalf of San Domingo—
Mr. M. pE J. GaLvan,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

On behalf of Salvador—
’ Mr. Anrtonio BaTrEs,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.
On };eha.lf of Spain—
Mr. Juan VaLgra,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

Myr. Emavio Ruiz per Arsor,
Naval Attaché to the Spanish Legation.
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Mr. Juax Pastorin,
Officer of the Navy.

On behalf of Sweden—
Count Carr LEWENHAUPT,
Envoy Eztraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

On behalf of Switzerland—
Colonel EmiLe Frry,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

On behalf of the United States—
Rear-Admiral C. R. P. RopgErs,
U. 8. Novy.
Mzr. Lewis M. RUTHERFURD.
Mr. W. F. ArLex,
Secretary Railway Time Conventions.
Commander W. T. Sampson,
U. 8. Navy.

Professor CLEVELAND ABBE,

U. 8. Signal Office.

On behalf of Venezuela—
Senor Dr. A. M. Sorerpo,
Chargé & A ffaires.

The following delegates were not present :

On behalf of Chili—

Mr. Francisoo Vipar Gormas,

Director of the Hydvographic Offce.
Mr. Arvaro Brancar Tuppeg,
Assistant Director.

On behalf of Denmark— '

Mr. Carr SteeN AnDERsEN DE BILrE,

Minister Resident and Consul-General,
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On behalf of Germany—

Mr. HiNckELDEYN,
Attaché of the German Legation.

On behalf of Liberia—

Mr. Wirriam CorPINGER,
Consul-General.

On behalf of the Netherlands—

Mr. G. pe WeckEERLIN,
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

On behalf of Turkey—

Rustem Errenpi,
Secretary of Legation.

The delegates were formally presented to the Secretary of
State of the United States, the Honorable Freperick T. Fre-
LINGHUYSEN, in his office at 12 o’clock. Upon assembling
in the Diplomatic Hall, he called the Conference to order, and
spoke as follows :

GextLEMEN : [t gives me pleasure, in the name of the Presi-
dent of the United States, to welcome you to this Congress,
where most of the nations of the earth are represented. You
have met to discuss and consider the important question of a
prime meridian for all nations. It will rest with you to give
a definite result to the preparatory labors of other scientific
agsociations and special congresses, and thus make those labors
available.

Wishing you all success in your important deliberations,
and not doubting that you will reach a conclusion satisfactory
to the civilized world, I, before leaving you, take the liberty
to nominate, for the purpose of a temporary organization,
Count Lewenhaupt.

It will afford this Department pleasure to do all in its power
to promote the convenience of the Congress and to facilitate

its proceedings.
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