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The article concerns the historical path of development of military communications in Russia since 
its origin to our days. It shows the contradictions between the troop command system military 
communications condition and modern warfare spectrum and lines of Signal corps developments in 
the context of the Russian Federation Armed Forces new-look formation.
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Throughout its history military 
communications went a long and complicated 
path of development: from simple sound and 
visual means for transmitting signals and 
command of execution to the battlefi eld to 
modern multifunctional automated systems, 
capable of providing almost unlimited in range 
communication for both immobile and moving 
land-based, afl oat, under water, air and space 
objects.

The variety of communication means such 
as voice face to face communication, signaling 
system and courier communication appeared 
concurrently with the origin of human society. 
Initially it had peaceful application only. Usage 
of communication in military arts began in times 
of tribal wars with the subsequent using in the 
slaveholding society wars.

The appearanceas a result of social and 
military reform of the Athenian army in ancient 
Greece at the turn of VI – V centuries BC, The 

Great Wall of Chinese construction in IV – III 
centuries BC, where outpost support and fortress 
garrisons used smoke and fl ash signals to provide 
communication, creation in 312 BC of Rome – 
Brundizy and Rome – Ancona – Arimini in 220 
BC mail routes to communicate with troops on 
the march and on the battlefi eld, usage of pigeons, 
walkers, outrunners and variety of means 
of reports, messages and orders encryption 
as usage of variety of other communication 
means evidently represent slow, but the greatest 
possible for that time, development of military 
communication as to the most demanded as it 
provided safety of the state and success in both 
defensive, and aggressive wars.

With the formation of Eastern-Slavic tribes 
the rise of original Russian military art started 
which has received development in victorious 
wars with Byzantium in VI – VII centuries [1, 
p. 7]. Nevertheless, in spite of the occurrence of the 
fi rst organizational and tactical forms of the battle 
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