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Asour the middle of August (1820), my wife and I
went to Abbotsford; and we remained there for seve-
ral weeks, during which I became familiarized to Sir
Walter Scott’s mode of existence in the country. It
was necessary to observe it, day after day, for a con-
siderable period, before one could believe that such was,
during nearly half the year, the routine of life with the
most productive author of his age. The humblest per-
son who stayed merely for a short visit, must have de-
parted with the impression, that what he witnessed was
an occasional variety; that Scott’s courtesy prompted
him to break in upon his habits when he had a stranger
to amuse ; but that it was physically impossible, that the
man who was writing the Waverley romances at the
rate of nearly twelve volumes in the year, could continue,
week after week, and month after rhonth, to devote all
but a hardly perceptible fraction of his mornings to out-
of-doors’ occupations, and the whole of his evenings to
the entertainment of a constantly varying circle of guists.
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