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ВЕСТН. МОСК. УН-ТА. СЕР. 13. ВОСТОКОВЕДЕНИЕ. 2013. № 4

S.A. Kirillina, M.S. Meyer
QUR’ANIC STUDIES IN RUSSIA: 
TRADITIONS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Данная публикация основывается на выступлении на 26-м Конгрессе 
Европейского союза арабистов и исламоведов, который прошел в Базеле 
(Швейцария) 12–16 сентября 2012 г. Конгресс прошел под девизом «Арабисти-
ка и исламоведение в Европе и за ее пределами». Публикация рассматривает 
основные этапы истории переводов Корана на русский язык и представляет 
панораму отечественного корановедения как неотъемлемой части арабистики 
и исламоведения. 

Ключевые слова: Коран, исламоведение, корановедение, Россия. 

This publication is based on the presentation made in the 26th Congress of the 
Union Européenne des Arabisants et Islamisants (UEAI) which took place in Basel, 
Switzerland in September 12–16, 2012. The motto of the congress was Arabic and 
Islamic Studies in Europe and Beyond. The publication is dealing with the major 
stages in the history of the translation of the Muslim scripture into Russian and 
reconstruction of the comprehensive panorama of Qur’anic studies as an essential 
part of Arabic and Islamic studies.

Key words: Qur’an, Islamic studies, Qur’anic studies, Russia. 

The studies of the rich cultural and spiritual heritage of the Muslim 
world and the core of Islamic theological system — the Qur’an — are based 
in Russia on long-standing traditions, both Islamic and non-Islamic. These 
traditions were shaped by personal predilections, emotional preferences, 
religious orientations and ideological inclinations. Before proceeding 
with the overview of the studies of classical Islamic legacy in Russia, it 
is necessary to defi ne its scope. In this article the main emphasis is on 
the academic tradition in the fi eld of Qur’anic studies. In this paper we 
shell dwell on the general trends in Qur’anic studies and on those Russian 
scholars who made a notable contribution to the fi eld.

Metaphorically speaking, the history of the study and translation of 
the Qur’an was moving with the tide of history of our motherland. For 
centuries the popular image of Islam was predetermined by the “Russian 
Orthodox perception of the world”1. Anyhow, the development of diplo-
matic relations between Muscovy2 and Ottoman Empire and the expansion 

1 Romanov B. Travels to the Holy Land // Travels to the Holy Land. Memoirs of 
Russian Pilgrims and Travelers from the 12th to the 20th Century. Moscow, 1995. P. 4 (in 
Russian).

2 The Grand Principality of Moscow.
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