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PREFACE.

I
TO READXERS IN GENERAL.

You are the children of Old Mother England,
on both sides of the Atlantic; you form the majority
of buyers and borfowers of novels; and you judge
of works of fiction by certain inbred preferences,
which Dut slightly influence the other great public
of :eaders on the continent of Kurope.

The two qualities in fiction which hold the highest
ran< in your estimation are: Character and Humour.
Incdent and  dramatic situation only occupy the
sceend place in your favour. A novel that tells no
story, or that blunders perpetually in trying to tell
a sbry-—a novel so entirely devoid of all sense of
the dramatic side of human life, that not even a
thearieal thief can find anything in it to steal—will
nevetheless be a work that wins (and keeps) your
admpration, if it has humour which dwells on your
menury, and charvacters which enlarge the circle of
your (riends.

I'have myself always tried to combine the dif-
ferent merits of a good novel, in one and the same
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