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PREFACE

THE present work is an attempt to interpret the
characteristics of modern Japan in the light of social
science. It also seeks to throw some light on the
vexed question as to the real character of so-called
race-nature, and the processes by which that na-
ture is transformed. If the principles of social science
here set forth are correct, they apply as well to China
and India as to Japan, and thus will bear directly on the
entire problem of Occidental and Oriental social inter-
course and mutual influence.

The core of this work consists of addresses to Ameri-
can and English audiences delivered by the writer dur-
ing his recent furlough. Since returning to Japan, he
has been able to give but fragments of time to the com-
pletion of the outlines then sketched, and though he
would gladly reserve the manuscript for further elabo-
ration, he yields to the urgency of friends who deem it
wise that he delay no longer in laying his thought be-
fore the wider public.

To Japanese readers the writer wishes to say that
although he has not hesitated to make statements pain-
ful to a lover of Japan, he has not done it to condemn
or needlessly to criticise, but simply to make plain
what seem to him to be the facts. If he has erred in
his facts or if his interpretations reflect unjustly on the
history or spirit of Japan, no one will be more glad than
he for corrections. Let the Japanese be assured that
his ruling motive, both in writing about Japan and in
spending his life in this land, is profound love for the
Japanese people. The term “native” has been freely
used because it is the only natural correlative for “ for-
eign.” It may be well to say that neither the one nor
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