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PREFACE.

Tre Authors of the following Treatise have endeavour-
ed to present before students as comprehensive a view
of the subject, as certain limitations have allowed them
to do. The necessity of these limitations has developed
itself in the course of preparing the work during a
period of four years. The study of innumerable papers,
by the most celebrated mathematicians of all countries,
has convinced the authors that the subject is almost
inexhaustible, and that, to have treated all parts of it
with anything approaching to the fulness with which
they have treated the first portion, would have swelled
their work in a fearful proportion to what it has
already attained.

Intending, as they have done, to make the subject
accessible, at least in the earlier portions, to all classes
of students, they have endeavoured to explain com-
pletely all the processes which are most useful in
dealing with ordinary theorems and problems con-
nected with the straight line, and plane, and particular
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