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PART L —LEGENDARY GREECE

*Avdpdv fpdwv Selov yévog, of kadéovrar
HutSeor wpotépy yevéy.— HESIOD

PART II.— HISTORICAL GREECE.
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PREFACE.

TaE first idea of this History was conceived many years
ago, at a time when ancient Hellas was known to the English
public chiefly through the pages of Mitford ; and my purpose
in writing it was to rectify the erroneous statements as to
matter of fact which that History contained, as well as to pre-
sent the general phenomena of the Grrecian world under what
I thought a juster and more comprehensive point of view. My
leisure, however, was not at that time equal to the execution
of any large literary undertaking ; nor is it until within the
last three or four years that I have been able to devote to the
work that continuous and exclusive labor, without which,
though much may be done to illustrate detached points, no
entire or complicated subject can ever be set forth in a man~
ner worthy to meet the public eye.

Meanwhile the state of the English literary world, in ref:
erence to ancient Hellas, has been materially changed in
more ways than one. If my early friend Dr. Thirlwall’s
History of Greece had appeared a few years sooner, I should
probably never have conceived the design of the present
work at all ; T should certainly not have been prompted to the
task by any deficiencies, such as those which I felt and regret-
ted in Mitford. The comparison of the two authors affords,
jndeed, a striking proof of the progress of sound and enlarged
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views respecting the ancient world during the present gener.
ation. Having studied of course the same evidences as Dr.
Thirwall, I am better enabled than others to bear testimony
to the learning, the sagacity, and the candor which pervade
his excellent work : and it is the more incumbent on me to
give expression to this sentiment, since the particular points
on which I shall have occasion to advert to it will, unavoidably,
be points of dissent oftener than of coincidence.

The liberal spirit of criticism, in which Dr. Thirwall stands
so much distinguished from Mitford, is his own: there are
other features of superiority which belong to him conjointly
with hisage. For during the generation since Mitford’s work,
philological studies have been prosecuted in Germany with
remarkable success: the stock of facts and documents, com-
paratively scanty, handed down from the ancient world,
has been combined and illustrated in a thousand different
ways: and if our witnesses cannot be multiplied, we at least
have numerous interpreters to catch, repeat, amplify, and ex-
plain their broken and halfinaudible depositions. Some of
the best writers in this department— Boeckh, Niebuhr,
0. Miller — have been translated into our language ; so that
the English public has been enabled to form some idea of the
new lights thrown upon many subjects of antiquity by the in-
estimable aid of German erudition. The poets, historians,
orators, and philosophers of Greece, have thus been all ren-
dered both more intelligible and more instructive than they
were to a student in the last century; and the general pic-
ture of the Grecian world may now be conceived with a de-
gree of fidelity, which, considering our imperfect materials, it
is curious to contemplate.

It is that general picture which an historian of Greece is
required first to embody in his own mind, and next to lay out
before his readers ; — a picture not merely such as to delight
the imagination by brilliancy of coloring and depth of senti-
ment, but also suggestive and improving to the reason ~ Not
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