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PREFACE.

THIS narrative completes a design, upon the execu-
tion of which many hours of recreation have been occu-
pied. It was not intended to produce an indefinite series
of the Lives of Scholars of the Sixteenth Century, but
it was thought possible, by help of the free speech about
themselves, common to men of genius in that age, for the
lives of three men to be written, in whose histories there
might be shown, with a minuteness perhaps not unim-
portant to the student or uninteresting to the miscella-
neous reader, what the life of a scholar was in the time of
the revival of learning and the reformation of the Church.
These biographies it never was proposed to unite under a
common title; each, it was felt, must make or miss its
own way in the world. They are, no doubt, the issue of
a single purpose, but they are not necessary to each other,
and there is no reason why the possessor of one should
possess all, or incur the penalty of owning a book marked
as a fragment on the title-page or cover.
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