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-~ OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

“The Globe.”

“The pregnant facts he marshalls are amply sufficient, we should
imagine, to make the most inveterate Russophile in England doubt whe-
ther Muscovite predominance could ever become a really civilizing influence
in the highest sense of that term......... If the world could be rendered
better by being crushed under a Juggernaut of Military despotism as
remorseless as cruel, if mankind might be improved by the persistent
developmient of its fighting instincts, if the highest purpose to which
human beings ¢an be put, is to place them in array of battle—then,
indeed, a good deal may be said in favour of the Russian method of civi-
lization. The present book brings out in strong relief the deeply significant
fact that the Russian people are not one whit behind their rulers in hun-
gering for foreign congquests. ......... Savage and unlettered as Tvan (The
Terrible) was, he discovered the natural disposition of his people for foreign
conquest, and they pardoned him his butcheries on account of his annexa-
tions.”

“ A book that everyone ought to read who cares to understand the
influences which have been and still are at work to render Russia the most
aggressive Power in the world. If anyone desires to obtain a true view of
Russia, historical, social, military, and national, we recommend a diligent
study of this book, evidently compiled with much labour of research.”

“The Motning Advertiser.”

“The materials are selected with great skill and sense, and cover a
sufficiently wide range. The book is valuable, as exhibiting Russia in the
various stages of her development, savagery, subjection, triumph, and
aggression. The prospects of an invasion of India from the North, are
clearly set forth.”

“ Notes and Queries.”

“W. R. has here got up materisls whereby to get a general verdict
against the mendacity, ferocity, and utter untrustworthiness of the Musco-
vite policy.”

¢ All who-dislike the Tartar as much 33 some do the Turk, will be
delighted with the book.” \

“The Rock”
“ A remarkable work, which even more laboriously than any of its
- predecessors, lays bare the springs of Russian ambition. * ¥ ¥ This lan-
4 is not one whit too strong to apply to those who still profess to
" believe the assurances of the Russian auteorat.”
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« The Westminster Review.”
“«RUSSIA,” by D. Mackenzie Wallace, M.A.
«SAVAGE & CIVILIZED RUSSIA,” by W. R.

«As to this question (Russian Designs), we have the advantage of
having before us the distinct statements of an apologist for Russian Aggres-
sion, and of a writer who takes a very extreme view with reference to the
unjustifiable nature of Russian territorial advancement. We think it due
to Mr Wallace, to examine with care everything he says, as we cannot but
$hink that his conclusions are not justified by the facts he adduces ; and an
error having the currency of his authority might be peculiarly pernicious.”

« Russia has always been and still is willing to volunteer police services
to her neighbours, and the policeman who enters to keep the peace, gene-
rally turns out in time to be the man in possession.”

“The writer of ‘Savage and Civilized Russia’ holds a very strong and
not altogether unjustifiable view of the aggressive tendencies of Russia.
His own opinion may be fully expressed in the words of the same historian
(Karamsin), who said :—

“¢The object and character of our military policy has invariably been
to seek to be at peace, with everybody, and to make conquest without war ;
always keeping ourselves on the defensive, placing no faith in the friend-
ship of those whose interests do not accord with our own, and losing no
opportunity of injuring them without ostensibly breaking our treaties with
them,—and he goes far to make good his position. ...... Philanthropy has
been the constant pretext of Russia, for wars during which human nature
was outraged by the cruelties which were perpetrated, and although the
stories of some of these atrocities are now old, human nature stands aghast
that men could perpetrate such barbarous crimes. No Nation has suc-
ceeded in making war so utterly horrible and revolting as the Russians.
They have given examples, these philanthropic people, which humaun
heings will do well to avoid.”

“He is not so well-informed as to the country, as Mr Wallace, but he
seems to have read, with care, the literature which bears upon the tra-
ditional and present policy of Russia. His book professes to be a hand-
book of the subject, and the various opinions of which it is mainly coni-
posed, seem to have been carefully collected.”

¢ But, if we come to a conclusion adverse to that of Mr Wallace, and in
accord with that which ¢ W. R. would impress upon us, if we believe that
Russia is an aggressive and’ grasping power, which, although its hands are
already too full of lands and countries—the spoils of the Nations—is still
to continue its career of territorial robbery, and is now clutching at Turkey
with its inordinate avarice and with its vindictive voracity, then it becomes
a question of importance to determine on which side the chances of success
really lie. ... .. If she still aspires to a career such as that which she has
already achieved by dishonesty and violence, her history will find & place
in some future Newgate Calendar of the Nations.”
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PREFACE.

IN presenting this volume to English readers, the
author gladly acknowledges the primary assistance
obtained from almost every available source of infor-
mation, on Russian affairs, within his reach: nearly
fifty separate authors having been diligently searched
for materials germane to the various topics treated.

The earlier chapters are principally derived from
Russian sources. The life of Ivax THE TERRIBLE
contains a literal translation of selected portions from
Karamsin, “THE Russiaxn Livy.”

Russia has had her stages in development—
savagery, subjection, triumph, and aggression. But
no handy book is now extant embracing these questions.
The necessary information is scattered over so vast
a fleld of English and foreign literature as to be
practically inaccessible to the busy reader of to-day.

That this work may be found to fill up a manifest
gap 1s the earnest desire of the writer. The subject
is full of an abiding interest. Russia, on her war
path, must one day be confronted by the power of
England to arrest her march.

Feb., 1879.
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