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NOTE.

y 3 { Tris book is a reprint of an American work. The author,

,6 ; “"t now nearly cighty years of age, was, for many years, Profes-

4:.\’; aY sor of Law in the University at Cambridge, in the United

‘ ( - O O States; and has published many Treatises on legal subjects,
which are well known to the profession in this country. e

has also published books illustrative of the truths of the New-

: Church; as, ““Deus Homo,” “The Infinite and the Finite,”

“ Essays,” &e., &e. This work, lately published in America,
is republished here in the belief that it is well adapted to
satisfy the growing desire to know something of the system
. of Emanuel Swedenborg.
JAMES SPEIRS.

46 BLOOMSBURY STREET.
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A cnuren may be defined as the collective borv‘ly of
those who agree together in faith and in worship.

There have been, and there ave, many (*hul'cl‘n.‘s;
differing from each other in their systems of faith
and modes of worship.

All churches, so far as their religious tenets or
doctrines have any truth, are founded upon 1'e\'.01:t—
tion. The reason of this is, that religious doetrines

ORDER e e e e e e e, 256 . N .
. . . v death
Tne MaxinG oF THE Assumep Homawtry relate necessarily to God and a life after death;
DiviNe e e o e oo 20 . - soaanable of forming the
Tue ProvipinG THEREBY A NEw MEeEDIUM FOR . and the human mind is incapable a} )
SaviNe Ixwrugnes . . ..o L. 202 S first or simplest idea, or having any thought what-
Tue Givine 10| MANKIND FOR EVERMORE A ! t0s by the exercise of the
Derisite OsJect oF INTELLIGENT Fartn, ever concerning these topics LY the exercike 1
r Worsurp, AND OF Love ., . . . . . . b L ) nine what
Coicu:sxox : ‘. e e . ggg senses, or of sensuous thought concerning ‘- k
Or MARRIAGE . E e a3 the senses discover. By this phrﬂﬂe I mean think-
Or TaoucHT s . ... uss X i ) 11 the intellectual
OF INSTINGT . |« « . . . . o . . . . . 295 ing, by the exercise of any or a -
" o : . . , ach: drawin
Tre Srow GrOWTH OF THE NEw CHURCH . 801 faculties, only on what the senses teach; ) g
) ) teact instruction
inferential instruction from the direct instructio



http://rucont.ru/efd/120828
http://rucont.ru/efd/120828
http://rucont.ru/efd/120828
http://rucont.ru/efd/120828

CHAP.

II.
IIL

VI
VII.
VIIL
IX.

XL

XII.

XIIL

XIV.

CONTENTS.

INTRODUCTORY . . . . ., . .
Tne NECESSITY oF REVELATION
Svccessivie REVELATIONS

Tur Latest ReveLaTion

Gop o
CREATION

THis WoORLD .

Tue Otuer WORLD

Tue WorLD OF SpPirITS .
DEGREES . . . .

OwNHOOD .
CORRESPONDENCE .

. Tue Husmax Forx

Heaven .
Tre Tunrer Heavess . e
Tue Two Kinopoms or HeAVEN
THE EMProyMENTS OF HEAVEN
ANGELS .
THE WoRrD .

HE BisLe . Coe e
Tae Isranritisu CHuURron
THe Lorp . . . . . . . .
THE REpEMPTION OF MANKIND

THE BRINGING OF THE SrirRITUAL WORLD INTO

ORDER .

Tae MaxiNe oOF THE ASSUMED HouMaxity

DiviNe

TaE PROVIDING THLREBY A New MEeDiunm FOR

Savine INvLUENCE

TaeE Givine To MANKIND FOR EVERMORE a
GENT Farry,

DerrsiTe Ossecr or INTELLI
or Worsnrip, aNDp oF Love .
ConcLusioN P
Or MARRIAGE .
Or TaounT
Or InsTINCT

THE Srow GrowTH OF Tnk NEW CHURCH . . 801

PAGE

101
121
1563
165
178
180
182
184
188
191
201
217
283
242

256
260
262
2065
283
283

288
295

OUTLINES OF THE PHILOSOPHY
OF THE NEW CHURCH.

CHAPTER L
INTRODUCTORY.

A ciruren may be defined as the collective bot‘iy of
those who agree together in faith and in worship.

There have been, and there are, many church(.’s;
differing from each other in their systems of faith
and modes of worship.

All churches, so far as their religious tenets or
doctrines have any truth, are founded upon 1‘e\:elzm—
tion. The reason of this is, that religious doctrines
relate necessarily to God and a life after.death;
and the human mind is ineapable of forming the
fivst or simplest idea, or having any thought what-
ever concerning these topics by the cxcrcx.se ofvthe
senses, or of sensuous thought concerning what

By this phrase I mean think-

the senses discover. .
1 the intellectual

ing, by the exercise of any or al .
o .es teach; drawing
faculties, only on what the senses teach; .
i irect ipstruction
inferential instruction from the direct 1ustru
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6 OUTLINES OF THE PHILOSOPHY

which the senses give; and thus continually enlarg-
ing the knowledge which a right use of the senses
enables us to acquire, but with no reference to any
thing higher. It is certain that, without the senses,
we could not know any thing or think any thing
about the material world, or the life we pass upon
this world. It is equally certain, although not so
obvious, that without revelation, or information re-
ceived from the other world, we could not know
any thing or think any thing about that world, or
an infinite Creator of that world and this.

If men did not think about what the senses nc-
quaint them with, they would be but little better
for their senses. They would not gain 80 much
from them as the lower animals do, for these have a
kind and measure of sensuous thought. Men have
a far greater power of sensuous thought, that they
may profit far more by their senses. This power is,
indeed, far larger and higher than the analogous
power which the lower animals have; for, with them,
this power exists at once in the highest development
it can reach, as soon as the animals are old enough
to make use of it; and with but little difference
among animals of the same species, or among sue-
cessive generations. It stops where it begins. No
animal grows much more knowing by experience,
nor can the individual or the race transmit what
they have learned to their successors so as to permit

P

OF THE NEW CHURCH. 7
an accumulation or a growth of knowledge. .Re-
cently, the doctrine of «Evolution” has come mto
great prominence. It may be that sufficient reas.ons
will be found for holding this process of evolution,
ander some form or modification, as one of the laws
or methods of Divine Provideuce in creation. Dut
if an animal of a new kind, a new species, may
thus have come into existence from or througl.l the
agency of a lower, — a better from a worse, a.hxghf?r
from a lower, — it will still be true and certain that
ho animal below man, however he may h:we. been
formed, has the power of consciously and mtte}u-‘
tionﬂ]ly helping the future to know more than the
past. ‘

In all these particulars, the power of sensumf?
thought in men differs from that in the 'lowe:r mln
mals. In men, this power is nearly nothing in the
beginning of life, but grows afterwards, or m;z
grow, to the end of life. All that a ma.n Iea}'ns, b
may teach. All that a generation acquu-.es,.lt dm y
transmit to a succeeding generation. This is o:)l;
imperfectly, because of the imperfect e:ierzls:; o
this power of sensuous thought.. N evertheles(i; there
is constantly much teaching of the knowde 51‘

i ise of this power, and 2 arge
quired by the exercis . e
accumulation of this knowledge and a gr

vancement in it, from generatifm to 8¢ regs of this
There is no limit to the possible progres

neration.
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