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PREFACE.

THERE IS AN OLD STORY of a punctiliously polite
Greek, who, while performing the funeral of an
infant daughter, felt bound to make his excuses
to the spectators for “bringing out such a ridi-
culously small corpse to so large a crowd.”

The Author, although he trusts that the
present production has more vitality than the Greek
gentleman’s child, still feels that in these days of
philosophical fiction, metaphysical romance, and
novels with a purpose, some apology may perhaps
be needed for a tale which has the unambitious
and frivolous aim of mere amusement.

However, he ventures to leave the tale to be
its own apology, merely contenting himself with
the entreaty that his little fish may be spared the
rebuke that it is not a whale,
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