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PREFACE.

ArtrR an interval of five years I offer to the
public two more volumes of my history of Italy
and her Invaders. I still propose to myself in
the main the same objects which were described
in the Preface to the previous volumes. Only,
in deference to the opinion of some of my most
esteemed reviewers, I have devoted considerably
more attention to the affairs of the Church and
the Eastern Empire than I ventured to do in the
former portion of wmy work. Artistically the book
probably suffers by the breaks thus caused in the
main course of the narrative; but I hope that its
scientific value may be increased by this attempt
to deal with two factors so important in their
influence on the age as the Pope of Rome and the
Ceesar of Byzantium. ‘

It will perhaps alarm my readers to find that
in two bulky volumes I only traverse a period
of seventy-six years, and especially that in the
second of these an interval of only eighteen years
is accounted for. But when it is remembered that
in this volume I have to describe a contest not
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