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CHAPTER XIV

THE MISSION TO CHINA IN 1859

w MAaRCH soon came round, and, with it, the time ap-
pointed for our departure for the East. On the 11th
we left Paris by the morning express to Marseilles.
Mr. Bruce, Alexander Bower St. Clair (second Paid
Attaché to the Legation), and Hugh Wyndham®
(Unpaid Attaché), then still quite a youth, made up
our party, and we also had with us Punch” Vyse,
whom Lord Malmesbury had just transformed from
a captain in the Blues into a Vice-Consul in Japan.
Admiral Sir James Hope, who was going out to take
command of the China station, also travelled with
us from Paris with his flag-captain, Willes, and
the rest of his staff. The superstitious might have
noted that our commencing the journey on a Friday
was ominous of the ill-success that was to attend
our expedition. Early on the 12th we were on
board the Ellora P. and O. steamer, and on our

1 Sir George Hugh Wyndham, K.CM.G, C.B., late Minister at
Bucharest.
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