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PREFACE

Ir to follow in the steps of the highly gifted, were necessarily to force them
from a position peculiarly adapted to their genius, or their taste, neither
the publishers of the Drawmng Room Scrar Booxk nor the present Editor,
could for a moment wish to see another name, or efforts less worthy, sub-
stituted for those of Mary Howrrr. The residence of this lady abroad,
has, however, almost precluded the possibility of that intercourse being
continued with the publishers of the present work, which has afforded no
common satisfaction to them, and to the public in general, through the
same interesting medium.

A different Editor may possibly supply some trifling variety as a matter
of taste ; but she who now ventures upon this office, is well aware, that
she could not do more wisely, than to carry out the same uniformly ami-
able and good feeling which, diffused through these pages, has rendered
them, for a period of ten years, a welcome offering wherever the refine-
ments of literature have extended, or the fine arts have been cultivated

and understood.

Honnrsnon, Aucust, 1842.
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