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PREFACE

THANKS to the numerous naval hand-books and works
of similar nature which are now being published
periodically in this and other countries, very complete
and minute information concerning the war fleets of
the world is at every one’s disposal. When dealing
with speed, armour, displacement, guns, etc.—all the
items, in fact, upon which the fighting value of a ship
is based—her name is only used to distinguish her from
others. What may be called the sentimental aspect—
that is, why a ship bears a particular name and how
she came to receive it—would be decidedly out of place
in the above-mentioned works. It appears none the
less to be a subject not devoid of interest, to those at
least who, like myself, serve in our men-of-war and
meet those of other nations. These pages have, there-
fore, been compiled in the hope that my hrother officers
may occasionally turn to them—ypossibly, too, our in-
telligent and educated ship-mates before the mast.

It may be thought by some to be an omission that
no mention is made in the case of our own Navy of the
history, both in peace and in war, of the several ships
which have successively borne the same name. When,
however, it is borne in mind that nearly all names in
the present Navy List have a long record of past
services, covering three centuries in some cases, it will
be readily conceded that it is a subject worthy of
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separate and ample treatment. I sincerely hope that
abler bands than mine will deal with it one day.

In compiling these pages I have received most
valuable and welcome assistance from many sides, for
which I beg to offer my most cordial thanks.

In the British section the data showing how old each
name is, and how many representatives it has had, as
well as various notes concerning captures in war, have
been contributed by Mr. W. Laird Clowes and Captain
H. Garbett, R.N. Captain Sir John Hext, K.C.ILE.,
Captain W. Mayes, R.N., and Captain J. Denison, R.N.,
have helped with the Indian and Colonial Navies.

In the Foreign sections I am indebted to the
following :—

Lieut. Marquis de Balincourt, French Navy.

Rear-Admiral Camara, Spanish Navy.

Captain Coanza, Roumanian Navy.

Lieut.-Commander Cowles, U.S. Navy.

Commander D. Gamble, R.N.

H.R.H. Prince Nicolas of Greece.

Commander Hamilton, Swedish Navy.

Captain Hjulhammer, Swedish Navy.

Sir H. MacDonell, K.C.M.G., H.M. Minister to Portugal.

Commander F. Morgan, R.N.

E. Neville Rolfe, Esq., H.M. Consul, Naples.

Sir H. Rumbold, Bart., formerly H.M. Minister to the

Netherlands.

The Chevalier Saxe, Russian Consul at Malta.

Commander E. J. W. Slade, R.N.

Captain van Wanning, Dutch Navy.

Dr. Wetzel, Librarian to H.R.H. Prince Henry of Prussia.
Mr. Worthington, formerly U.S. Consul at Malta.

In conclusion, T wish to state that but for the de-
voted assistance of my wife, this little book would
certainly not have seen the light of day.

L. B

H.M.S. Majestic,
CHANNEL SQUADRON, Oct. 1897.
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