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PREFACE.

Tug following pages are a condensation of the most inte-
resting portions of Father Ripa’s < History of the Chinese
College,’ published at Naples in 1832, in three volumes
octavo. For any amusement or instruction that the reader
may derive from their perusal, he will be indebted to Sir
Woodbine Parish. But for him, Father Ripa’s work, like
those of several other modern Italian historians, of far
greater merit, would never, perhaps, have been known in
this country. Sir Woodbine Parish had himself intended
to publish it in English, connected with the map of Peking,
which he obtained at the Chinese College at Naples.
Other more important avocations having prevented him
from executing his intention, the task has fallen to the share
of the actual translator. The original title has not been
retained, because the present abridgment is more intended
to give the passages relating to China, than those con-
cerning the institution to which the Italian work is espe-
clally devoted.

It may perhaps not be uninteresting to the English
reader to know that it was from Father Ripa's foundation
that Lord Macartney obtained two interpreters for his
embassy.
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