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MISTRESS BRANICAN.

The Franklin was so well built and efficiently commanded
that not a man of her crew would have shipped on another
vessel—even with the assurance of obtaining higher pay-.
All were preparing to start content in their double con-
fidence in a good ship and a good captain. ¢

The Franklin was to make her first voyage on behal
of William H. Andrew and Co. of San Diego. She wan
bound to Calcutta by way of Singapore with a cargo ©
American goods to return with Indian products to one
of the Californian ports. ]

Captain John Branican was a young man of nine and

twenty, with an attractive but resolute face, his features
telling of unusual energy ; he possessed in the highest degrec
that moral courage so superior to physical courage—that
“two o’clock in the morning courage,” as Napoleon called
it—that is to say, the kind that faces the unexpected an
is ready for action at any moment. His head had morc
character than beauty, with his rough hair, his eyes
animated with a keen, frank look which flashed like a
dart from their black pupils. It would be difficult to
imagine a man of his age more robust in body or consti-
tution. That was clear enough in the vigour of his hand-
shakings which indicated the ardour of his blood and the
strength of his muscles. But what we have particularly to
note is that the spirit contained in this body of iron was a
good and noble spirit, ready to sacrifice its life for its kind.
John Branican was of the character of those rescuers whOS'C
coolness enables them to perform heroic acts without hesi-
tation. He had given proof of this early in life. One day,
among the broken ice of the bay on a capsized boat,
he had saved children like himself ; and later on he had
not belied the instincts of self-sacrifice which had marked
his youth.

'A few years after John Branican had lost his father and
his mother, he had married Dolly Starter, an orphan,
bglonging to one of the best families of San Diego. The
gitl's dowry was a modest one, and suitable for the
position, cqually modest, of the young sailor, then a mate

Tue “ FRANKLIN,” 3

on a merchant vessel. But there was reason to think that
Dolly would one day be the heiress of a very rich uncle,
Edward Starter, who lived a farmer’s life in the wildest
and most out-of-the-way part of Tennessee. Meanwhile
it would have to be enough to live on for two, or even for
three, for little Walter—Wat, by abbreviation—came into
the world in the first year of the marriage. Thus John
Branican—and his wife understood it—could not dream of
abandoning his profession as a sailor. In the future he
would see what he could do, when the fortune came by
inheritance, or by his enriching himself in Andrews’
service.

Besides this, the young sailor’s promotion had becn
unusually rapid, He had advanced quickly, and he had
advanced straight. He was a captain at an age when
most of his colleagues were only mates. If his abilities
justified this promotion, his advance was explained by
certain circumstances which had properly drawn attention
to him.

In fact, John Branican was popular at San Diego, and
at the different ports on the Californian coast. His acts
of self-sacrifice had been noted with applause, not only by
sailors, but by the merchants and shipowners of the
Union.

A few years before, a Peruvian schooner, the Sonora,
had come ashore at the entrance to Coronado Beach, and
the crew would have been lost if communication had not
been established between the ship and the shore. But to
take a rope out through the breakers was to risk one’s life
a hundred times. John Branican did not hesitate. He
threw himself amid the waves which came rolling in with
cxtreme violence on to the reefs and then came beating on
to the beach in a terrible surf. In sight of the death which
he would have faced without thinking of the danger, the
people would have held him back. He resisted ; he hurled
himself towards thc schooner; he succeeded in reaching
her, and, thanks to his bravery, the Sonora's crew were

saved.
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