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Ta the Nueen,

MADAM,

IF I HAVE SUCCEEDED IN MY ENDEAVOUR TO
MAKE THE LAWS BY WHICH THE MATERIAL WORLD
IS GOVERNED MORE FAMILIAR TO MY COUNTRY~-
WOMEN, I SHALL HAVE THE GRATIFICATION OF
THINKING, THAT THE GRACIOUS FPERMISSION 710
DEDICATE MY BOOK TO YOUR MAJESTY HAS NOT

BEEN MISPLACED.

I AM,

WITH THE GREATEST RESPECT,
YOUR MAJLSTY’S
OBEDIENT AND HUMBLE SERVANT,
MARY SOMERVILLE.

Royal Hospital, Chelsca,
Jan. 1. 1854
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PREFACE
TO
THE FOURTH EDITION.

Ix order to keep pace with the progress of discovery
in various branches of the Physical Sciences, this

book has been again carefully revised.
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