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PREFACE

THE various institutions of which the English Con-
stitution, in its present complex form, is made up,
are capable of being classified, and must, in order to
be profitably studied, be classified under three or
four leading divisions. From one point of view they
are divisible into local and central; from another, into
legislative, judicial, executive or administrative, and
fiscal. Then, again, they may be classified as civil
and ecclesiastical, or as social and political. And the
leading divisions may be subdivided ; as, for instance,
the local into rural and municipal.

In the present volume the attention of the student
will be directed to the origin of ourlocal institutions
on the one hand, and of our central government on
the other, to the various phases of the development
of both, and to the manner in which the latter
gradually superseded and suppressed the former in
their original shape, and then created a new local
machinery to supply the want which their extinction
had occasioned. He will also be called upon to ob-
serve the gradual limitation and separation into their
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