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ASHTAROTH, QUEEN OF HEAVEN.

(CONTINUED. }

CHAPTER IX.
The City of Refuge.

TaE fugitives pressed on apace, Sarchedon’s horse,
though wavering and exhausted, vindicating nobly the
purity of its lineage, a race of which none ever failed
to answer the rider’s hand and voice, ask what he
would; but when they stopped, they fell ston¢ dead.
Nevertheless, the foremost Egyptians gained ground
too surely, and ere the Assyrians came under the pro-
tection of a friendly city, the swiftest of their pursuers
had already halted to bend their bows.

A volley of arrows whistled round Sarchedon’s
head, who arrived last within the welcome shelter of
the walls, bristling with bowmen, prepared to defend
it against a host. As the great gate closed behind
him, he heard the war-cry of Ashur swelling to a shout
of triumph; while the baffled Egyptians, making the
circuit of the place at a gallop, wheeled round and
withdrew into the desert, as though content to abandon
their prey. '

“I never wish to look on Pharaoh’s face again,”
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