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PREFACE.

Moze than twenty years have elapsed since the Editor
of the present work first put forth the ‘Glossary of
Architecture.” One object of that work was to awaken
the attention of the clergy and the educated classes gene-
rally to the merits and beauties of Medieval ecclesias-
tical architecture by numerous pictorial representations
of the characteristic details of the buildings of each
succeeding century, and to afford such information as
would facilitate the study of the true principles of
the Gothic style.

The object of the present work is also in part to do
for the houses of our ancestors what the “ Glossary” has
done for their churches,—to awaken the attention of their
owners and of all who are concerned in them, to the
value and importance of those remains which are daily
disappearing from our eyes,—to bring public opinion to
bear upon the subject,—and to cry shame upon the noble-
men and gentlemen who wantonly destroy, or allow their
agents to destroy, valuable relics of ancient art, or his-
torical memorials of the highest interest and value.

But if these works have had any practical effect it has
been in a great degree incidental ; their primary object
was historical, to accustom people to remember the dates
of the different styles, and to connect them with the
history of their respective periods. The Glossary”
was the first work in which an attempt was made to
apply Rickman’s system and assign dates to several
hundred examples by the style only, where historical
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dates were not forthcoming. Many of these dates have
been confirmed by subsequent investigation, and very
few have been found to be erroneous. ’

At the present time, also, there seems a desire among
the more educated classes of the country to enquire for
theu}selves into the claims which different styles of
architecture have upon us; and there is no doubt the
more the ?rchitectural history of the country is studied
the more it will become apparent not only that Englisli
G’Oth.lc was a style by itself, and most suitable for the
requirements of this climate and this country in the
Middle Ages; but also that with fair and proper de-
velopment and adaptation it is still the most suited
to meet th.e various requirements of the present time.

T.he Editor has endeavoured to obtain as much infor-
mat.lon from personal observation as possible, because ex-
perience and the habit of comparing one b’uilding with
anoth.er have enabled him to see and understand the
;xlleanmg and use of fragments which others might per-
O?‘I;SV :verlcglcik. But h.e ha.s not scrupled to avail himself
formatli'znoa e}i means in h1§ power of obtaining such in-
. books . as de}al r(;quu'ed, either by the help of friends or
Do > i n 3 as m%}de free use of the various county
s nf eilh cavouring to ascertain what remains
e . of the various houses or castles for which
th 1cences to crenellate” are recorded. This part of
f;:tziorkfhaihbeen the most difficult and the least satis-
sessedy; K (1):1}'1 e authors of those works were seldom pos-
s ot t e su(;lll))le key to the dates of buildings which
edueatifn :es(;e { every one who has enjoyed a liberal
e , and as t ey of.ten made no distinetion between

remains of a building of the twelfth century and
one of the fifteenth, their information cannot alwagrs be
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relied upon. In this manner the Editor was led into a
fow mistakes in the notices of existing remains in the
second volume, and he can hardly expect to have es-
caped altogether in the present ome, although his ex-
perience has led him to use greater caution in dealing
with the works of authors of the last generation.

The first volume of this work bore the name of the
late Mr. Hudson Turner, who had been employed to
search the Records which were indispensable for the
proper understanding of that early period. His thorough
acquaintance with these documents rendered his services
invaluable, and it was felt to be a fitting compliment to
place his name in the title-page, although he was, in fact,
only one of several persons employed tpon the work,
and the present Editor is responsible for the architec-
tural portion of that volume also.

In the second volume, which was printed after the
death of Mr. Turner, the Editor was responsible not only
for the architectural portion, but for much of the docu-
mentary information, which was collected in order to
throw light upon the manners and customs of the Middle
Ages, as explanatory of the uses to which the different
parts of the buildings were applied. The materials which
Mr. Turner left behind were far from sufficient for this
purpose, and he had therefore to take a far more pro-
minent part in the production of the work than he had

origiually intended. He was, however, ably assisted by

numerous friends on whose knowledge of these subjects

he could rely.
For the present volume he is obliged to accept a still

greater share of the responsibility : nearly the whole of
the documentary portion has been collected by himself,
assisted by his son and by friends. He has to record his
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obligations to E. A, Freeman, Esq., for many archi-
tectural notes; to George Ormerod, Esq., the venerable
and respected historian of Cheshire, for u’seful historical
Ef().rm?tlon; to the Messrs. Buckler for the free use of
heir valuable collection of drawings, and for many no-
tices of existing remains which had, escaped other ob-
servers ; an.d most of the friends whose names have been
]Iilif:twl\][e'd'tln the previous. volumes have again assisted
hi I.r 0 nl(sll.s to Scotland in the summer of 1857, and
o pland in 18583 h.a.ve enabled him to add chapters
e chief pe.acuharltles of the Domestic Architecture
of those countries, which were omitted in the i
volumes, PR

ren'f;e number of houses of the fifteenth century which
roma en n all parts of Europe, and the different character
o HL lln eat.zh country and each provinee, renders it
rp0851 e to mcluc}e those of Foreign countries in the
przsen.fi) volume‘, which has already exceeded the limits
fo ;;Zlu :(;1 tfor 11:;; and the Editor has been reluctantly
0 omit th i i
bo T g 6 numerous Foreign examples which
Wof‘ﬁaxcl)ze t;l;me b%ﬂb{di ample materials for separate
_Subject, but this want has been in
degree supplied both by the excellent work of M s\(;zl:

dier, and the concise popular volume of M. de Caumont
)

both of which have appeared since the present under-

taking was commenced. (Fe i
woﬁld .eae-h afford materials fozn;a;};lifsilz‘;ozﬁd Helgiun
fouo:; i;s 11.1dtebted. to M. Viollet-le-Duc of Paris for the
o frclllll'terestmg letter on the subject of the Do-
hich ok (; ecture of Fl:ance in the fifteenth century.
Nt hs S0 much information in a short spaee’
gives the result of so much experience and obZ
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servation in an unpretending form, that he cannot re-
frain from giving it publicity here, although it may be
considered somewhat out of place :—

“ Paris, 31 Mares, 1859.

‘“ CHER MONSIEUE,

“ Vous savez que les deux prémiers tiers du xv*. siécle ont été, chez
nous, employés & nous battre tantdt contre les Bourguignons tantot contre
les Anglais, tantdt contre Bourguignons et Anglais réunis. Les bourgeois
des villes, dans ces temps des miséres publiques, n’ont eu ni le loisir,
ni 'argent nécessaire pour rebitir des maisons neuves. Ils avaient
leur affaire de conserver celles qui leur restaient; aussi n’est-ce gucre
qu’ & dater du régne de Louis x1. que nous voyons des maisons neuves
s’élever dans les villes du nord et du centre de la France. C'est a dire
a partir de la 2°. moitié du xv*. siécle.

“ 11 existe encore & Chartres quelques morceaux des maisons de cette
époque. Il en existaient autres & Tours et & Angers.

“Vous connaissez I'hotel de ville d’Orléans bati sous le régne de
Charles vir. et qui présente cette particularité curieuse d’une construc-
tion du milieu du xve. siécle dans laquelle on trouve déja tous les
éléments de Parchitecture de notre Renaissance développée sous Louis
xIL.: c'est aujourd’hui le musée d’Orléans.

¢« A Rouen beaucoup de maisons de la fin du xve, siécle existent
encore, mais ces maisons sont fort mutilés. Cependant elles donnent
une haute idée de I'art appliquée aux habitations de cette époque.

“« A Gallardon, sur I'ancienne roiite de Chartres, il existait encore
il y a quelques années, dans la grande rue, une belle maison du xv*.
sidcle en bois; je ne sais si elle est conservée aujourd hui.

¢« A Reims, sur l'ancienne grande place, on voit encore deux jolies
maisons en bois du xve. sidcle (1470 environ).

« A Paris nous possédons encore I’hotel de Sens, qui date du régne

de Louis x1. mais fort mutilé.
« A Beauvais, une grande partie de 'ancien évéché (palais de justice

aujourd’hui) date de cette époque.

« A Nevers, vous voyez l'ancien palais des Ducs, qui vient d’étre
restauré et qui date des derniéres années du xve, siécle.

¢ Je n'ai pas besoin de vous citer la maison de Jacques Ceeur &
Bourges qui donne un magnifique spécimen de I'architecture privée du

milieu du xve. siécle.
« Dans le midi, 4 Cordes il existe encore dans la grande rue, des
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maisons ‘du xve. siécle; on en trouve des restes & Saint Antonin, 2
Caylus, a Caussade, & Toulouse, & Alby. Mais tout cela est fort gaté.

Quelq’ues r:estes assez curieux & Montferrand prés Clermont, au Puy
en Vélay, a Issoire. * * * *

11 b . . . .
Tout & vous comme toujours si vous avez hesoin de moi
‘“Et mille amitiés,

¢ E. Viorter-LE-Due.”

In conclusion, the Editor can only hope that the pre-
se.nt work will in some measure assist towards the at-
taimment of his object, and that in future the remains
of the houses of our ancestors will be as well looked
after and as carefully studied as our ancient churches
have refzently been. Beveral of the fine structures en-
graved in this work have actually been destroyed during
its progress through the press: so marked and so dis-
astr.ous in its results has been the general apathy on the
subject. He trusts that the rest may be spared, and that
as monuments of our national history, if on no other
grounds, we may hand them down in at least as perfect
a state as we received them. He will hope, also, that
the same improvement will take place in the erection
of new houses and public buildings during the next
tw?nty-ﬁve years that may be observed in the churches
built during the last quarter of a century.

Tar Tuez, Oxrorp,
JuLy 20, 1859,
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