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PREFACHE.

et S O R s

It is unnecessary for me to detain the reader with
any lengthy remarks by way of introduction to this
history. The Chinese Empire presents for our con-
sideration one of the most complicated of existing
problems; and the subject is of growing rather than
waning importance. In dealing with its history we
are not discussing the fortunes of some Empire that
has long disappeared, nor are we seeking to discern
the future of a race that has lost or forgotten the
capacity of government; but we are treating of a
statc and a people that apparently were never, during
the long course of their national existence, more
powerful and flourishing than they are at this very
day.

Gibbon has truly said, in his immortal work, that
¢« China has been illustrated by the labours of the
French,” and that statement is almost as true now
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