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Section I 

Unite I 

Grammar: Modal verbs (Can/Could; May /Might) 
Text: Irish Patriot 

Grammar Study 

1. Change the following using “could” to sound your request 
more politely.  

Model: I want to speak to Mr Smith. – Could I speak to Mr 
Smith? 

1. Give me the names of the most famous ancient historians. 
2. Pay more attention to the way you speak. 3. Show me the way to 
Bond Street. 4. Repeat your question. 5. I want to leave a message to 
Mr Wilson. 6. I want to reserve the book. 7. Show me your passport. 
8. Send up my breakfast to my room at 6.30. 9. I want just coffee and 
a croissant. 

2. Interview your friend about his (her) physical and mental abili-
ties.  

Model: Can you work long hours? – Yes, I can. / No, I can’t. 
Use the list of abilities below. You may continue the list. 
to run a marathon, to swim backstroke, to ride a horse, to drive a 

car, to look after small children, to do boring things, to be tolerant to 
e-mail mistakes, to memorize dates, to deal with angry people, to take 
strategic decisions, to read (speak, write) English  

3. Change the statements to express a) doubt (сомнение), use 
“can’t”; b) astonishment (изумление), use “can”. Mind the form of 
the infinitive. 
Models: His information is valid. – a) His information can’t be valid. 

 b) Can his information be valid?  
His information was valid. – a) His information can’t have been valid.  

 b) Can his information have been valid? 
1. The fairy-tale is of Oriental origin. 2. He lives in this neigh-

bourhood. 3. They promise a large reward for this book. 4. She is 
crazy about doing boring things. 5. The report produced an enormous 
effect. 6. The librarian lost an ancient manuscript. 7. The medicine has 
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accomplished wonders. 8. Read this text and express your attitude 
(doubt or astonishment) to the information. Nick Bourn decided to run 
from one end of Africa to the other. He got up at 3.30 a. m., ate a 
breakfast of cereal, and started running. After 20 miles he stopped for 
a rest and pasta lunch, before running another 20 miles. He drank up 
to 15 litres of liquid a day. After eleven months and 6.021 miles he ar-
rived at the Pyramids. 

4. Paraphrase the following sentences using “may” or “might” to 
express supposition or uncertainty. Mind the form of the infinitive. 

Models: Perhaps they know nothing about it. – They may know 
nothing about it. 

 Perhaps they knew about it. – They may have known about it. 
1. It is possible the pamphlets are still on sale. 2. Perhaps he was 

right, but I’m not sure he was.3. Perhaps everybody in the town knew 
who the author of the pamphlet was. 4. It is possible that Shakespeare 
wrote some plays in collaboration. 5. Perhaps he has no sense of hu-
mour. 6. Perhaps they are afraid of the public opinion. 7. It is possible 
that they gave their reasons against the publication of the second edi-
tion of the book. 8. We are not sure but it is quite possible that we’ll 
go to Prague for Christmas this year. 

5. Read the story about Nick Bourn from exercise 3 (8) again. 
Suppose what kind of experience he had during his journey. Use 
“may” or “might” + Perfect Infinitive. 

Model: He might have come face to face with a giant cobra. 
6. Respond to the following expressing reproach (упрек). Use the 

verb “might” + Perfect Infinitive. 
Model: A. It is very close here, isn’t – B. Yes awfully. They 

might have opened the window and let some fresh air in.  
1. His handwriting is quite unreadable. 2. This suit-case is very 

heavy for your aunt to carry. 3. What a pity. All the flowers have wi-
thered! 4. Her English is rather poor, isn’t it? 5. Don’t you think our 
guide has neglected his duties? 6. There are many mistakes in my 
work. 7. He runs up huge telephone bills. 8. She spends hours chatting 
and sending e-mails.  
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The Text 

Before you read the text, decide if the following statements are 
true or false.  

a) The natural conditions of Ireland are good for arable farming. 
b) Irish art was at its height long before Europe’s Middle Ages. 
c) English domination over Ireland was put an end to in the mid-

16th century. 
d) Jonathan Swift, the famous English satirist, was linked to Irel-

and through business and professional interests. 
e) The Drapier’s Letters were a periodical published for those 

who worked in the textile industry. 
f) The English authorities published a proclamation against the 

author of the Drapier’s Letters. 
g) J. Swift wrote pamphlets to criticize the policy of the English 

authorities in Ireland.  
Read the text to see if you are correct; translate the text paying 

attention to Modal verbs. 

IRISH PATRIOT 

Off the western coast of England, separated from it by a narrow 
strip of water, lies a large island covered with green pasture land. This is 
Ireland, the Emerald Isle. Long before Europe’s Middle Ages Ireland 
was a center of artistic and intellectual excellence. The sixth and the se-
venth centuries saw the Golden Age of Irish art. The country might have 
developed into a highly advanced, prosperous state. But then came the 
English domination and the centuries of oppression and cruelty. 

Early English invasions were succeeded by a fanatical war of the 
mid-16th century. Another savage war erupted in 1641 when the Eng-
lish devastated the country with fire and sword. At the turn of the cen-
tury England, anxious to crush Ireland into complete submission, 
passed a series of laws which destroyed Irish cattle-breeding, woolen 
industry, shipping and provision trades. 

The man who then became the unofficial spokesman for the Irish 
interest was Jonathan Swift, the famous English satirist. Swift re-
garded his life as dedicated to the cause of liberty. Linked to Ireland 
by birth, education and profession, he could not bear the sight of his 
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