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GENERAL PLAN OF THE SERIES.

This Series is primarily designed to aid the University Extension
Movement throughout Great Britain and America, and to supply the
need so widely felt by students, of Text-books for study and reference, in
connexion with the authorized Courses of Lectures.

Volumes dealing with separate sections of Literature, Science,
Pkilosophy, History, and Art have been assigned fo representative
literary men, to University Professors, or to Extension Lecturers con-
nected with Oxford, Camlbridge, London, and the Universities of
Scotland and Ireland,

The M Is are not intended for purposes of Elementary Education,
but jfor students who have made some advance in the subjects dealt witk.
The statement of details is meant fto illustrate the working of general
laws, and the development of principles ; while the historical evolution
of the subject dealt with is kept in view, along with its philosophical
significance.

Tke remarkable success whick has attended University Extension in
Britain has been partly due to the combination of scientific treatment
with popularity, and to the union of .rz'mglz'c(it_y‘\w:'tlz thoroughness. This
movement, however, can only reack those resident in the layger centres
of population, while all over the country there are thoughtful persons
who desire llzc.,sq';;;e‘ﬁ&;t-‘of"‘{eqclzing. 1t Zs for them also that this
Series is de.rzgned.w'}tﬁ"afm 25 L0 supply the gemeral reader with the same
kind of tza:&z‘gfg:;?%,z% vige, Ere e, fjge;jt?trt:, and to reflect the spirit
whick has c/za;’dt’i" vioeld 1lie movenient, vis. the combination of principles
with facts, and of wi¥hods 2ith 5iN k.

The Manuals are also intenided to be contributions to the Literature of
the Subjects with which they respectively deal, quite apart from University
Extension ; and some of them will be found to meet a general rather than
a special want,
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

——

Ix accepting the flattering invitation of the Editor of this
series that I should contribute to it two manuals compiled
from George Croom Robertson’s college lectures on Psycho-
logy and Philosophy, I am doing some injustice to the
memory of my revered teacher and friend in order that
thereby I may render him a larger justice. It is true
that in the opinion of scholars most competent to speak— of
Professors Bain, Sully, and James Ward—while it were good
thdt no teaching of such a man should be lost, it would
have been repugnant to Professor Robertson’s own feelings
to see his extemporary discourses in print. They know how
he drew a sharp distinction between the style suitable for
oral teaching and that appropriate to the literary registration
and publication of one’s ideas. And the truth and aptness
of the spoken matter would of course be liable to every
degree of deflexion in passing through the reporting medium.
But this compilation does not pretend to clothe the author’s
ideas in a literary style such as he himself would have
approved. The discrepancy in the two styles is illustrated
in these pages. The lecture on the growth of the Mind,
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