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PREFACE.

Tue present publication is intended to supply the want of a
complete Guide Book for the North of Italy, that is to say —the
Sardinian States, which comprehend Piedmonte, the ancient
republic of Genoa, Nice, and various dismemberments of ancient
Lombardy.— The Austrian States, or Lombardy and Venice,—
Parma and Piacenza,—Modena, — Massa-Carrara, — Lucca,—
and Tuscany, as far as the Val ' Arno. Since the death of Mrs.
Starke, her popular work has, owing to the rapid change of circum-
stances, become in a measure antiquated for the districts before
mentioned. Itisratheradescription of the Capitals than an Itine-
rary. The work entitled Voyages en Italie by M. Valery, though
possessing very considerable merit, does not constitute a regular
or complete Guide Book: and the ITzinerario d’ Italia.of Vallardi,
though rendered more accessible to the English traveller by a
French translation, only affords a small portion of the information
which he requires. The volume now submitted to the publie,
though by a different author, is exactly upon the plan of the
Hand-books already published, which have been honoured with
so large a share of approbation. The principle of describing
not what may be seen, but what ought to be seen, has been
strictly followed by the author of the present work; and its bulk
has arisen from the exuberance of objects which Italy affords.

Any corrections or additions, the result of personal observa-
tions, and with the names of the parties who are so kind as to com-
municate them to ¢ the Editor of the Hand-books for Travel-
lers” under cover to the publisher, will be thankfully employed.

No notice can be taken by the Editor of letters from Inn-
keepers recommending their own Hotels. But in order to afford
them an opportunity of making their Inns and their various
accommodations known, the Editor intends to print annually,
commencing in March 1843, an Adwertising sheet, of which a
specimen leaf is now given, which will be inserted at the end
of all copies of the Hand-Book for Travellers of which they may
avail themselves; it is recommended that such announcements
should contain a tariff of prices.

The Editor thinks it right to state that he entertains no pre-
judices whatever in favour of or against any of the Hotels or
their Landlords, and that those mentioned in the various
Hand-Books are given either from his own personal observa-
tion, or that of others whom he deems to be fair and compe-
petent judges.

August, 1842,
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