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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE.

ADAM SMITH, the author of these Essays and of the Inquiry into
the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, was born at
Kirkaldy, June §, 1723, a few months after the death of his father.
He was a sickly child, and indulged by his mother, who was the object
of his filial gratitude for sixty years. When about three years old, and
at the house of Douglass of Strathenry, his mother’s brother, he was
carried off by tinkers or gipsies, but soon recovered from them. At the
burgh school of his native town he made rapid progress, and_ soon

attracted notice by his passion for books, and by the extraordinary

powers of his memory. His weakness of body prevented him joining

in athletic sports, but his generous and friendly temperament made

him a favourite with his schoolmates; and he was noted then, as

through after life, for absence in company and a habit of speaking

to himself when alone. From the grammar school of Kirkaldy, he was

sent, in 1737, to the University of Glasgow, whence, in 1740, he went

Wi to Baliol College, Oxford, enjoying an exhibition on the Snell founda-

TTEFRIARS. tion. When at Glasgow College, his favourite studies were mathe-
matics and natural philosophy, but that did not long divert his mind
from pursuits more congenial to him, more particularly the political
history of mankind, which gave scope to the power of his com-
prehensive genius, and gratified his ruling passion of contributing
to the happiness and the improvement of society. To his early taste
for Greek generally, may be due the clearness and fulness with which
he states his political reasonings. At Oxford he employed himself fre-
quently in the practice of translation, with a view to the improvement
of his own style, and used to commend such exercises to all who culti-
vate the art of composition. He also cultivated with the greatest care
the study of languages; and his knowledge of them led him to a
peculiar ‘experience in everything that could illustrate the institutions,
the manners, and the ideas of different ages and nations.

After a residence at Oxford of seven years, he returned to Kirkaldy,
and lived two years with his mother, engaged in studies, but without
any fixed plan for his future life. He had been originally destined for
the Church of England ; but not finding the ecclesiastical profession
suitable to his taste, he took chance of obtaining some of those mode-
rate preferments, to which literary attainments lead in Scotland.
Removing to Edinburgh in 1748, he read lectures on rhetoric and
belles lettres, under the patronage of Lord Kames; and when in
Edinburgh became intimate with David Hume,

In 1751 he was elected Professor of Logic in the University of
Glasgow ; and, the year following, he became Professor of Moral
Philosophy there ; a situation he held for thirteen years, and used to
look back on as the most useful and happy of his life; and, though but
a narrow scene for his ambition, may have led to the future eminence
of his literary character. In delivering his lectures, Mr. Smith trusted
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alm i .
gra:esftuler\::;;ﬂyl;% e"t(fmporary elocution. His manner, though not
Rearers. Eacﬁ dl' and unaffected, and he never failed to interest his
positions, which }I)SCOUYSE consisted commonly of several distinct pro-
At first he often a e Sucgesslvdy endeavoured to prove and illustrate.
the matter se:emelzip(iare to speak with hesitation ; but, as he advanced,
animated. and b o crowd upon him, his manner became warm and
PhﬂOSOph’er attrast gxpresslqn easy and fluent. His reputation as a
the University ; a(r:ug 1? multitude of students from a great distance to
fashionable gn,d ¥ those branches of science which he taught became
clubs and l’itera 1S opinions were the chief topics of discussion in the
thus eminent as & SOC‘:)lle.nes of Glasgow. While Adam Smith became
tion of a more ex{)u ic leCtUI‘er,.he was gradually laying the founda-
System of Morals .EDSIC\I/e reputation by preparing for the press his
1757, under the title and the first edition of his Essays appeared in
Of this essay. 3)3 OfldTgE THEORY OF MORAL SENTIMENTS.
may entertain of theg ald Stewart remarks, ‘that whatever opinion we
be a singular effort -}“_Stnesg.of its conclusions, it must be allowed to
tains a large mixtuo lnvention, ingenuity, and subtilty; that it con-
directing the att re of important truth, and has had the merit of
ention of philosophers to a view of human nature,

which had 3
work, undo{:;)rtrgglr)lryé;nat%ge?; measure escaped their notice ; and no
hibits so ¢ Omplete’ entioned, ancient or modern, which ex-

ceptions, which it i :. :ﬁeew of those facts with respect to our moral per-
to their general laws ; %ir eat object of this branch of science to refer
taste leads them to o and well deserves the careful study of all whose
sented in the most IﬁrOSCCUte similar enquiries. These facts are pre-

st nappy and beautiful lights ; and when the subject

leads hi S
fclicity g}‘ l::os i%?lget::ti?:s 1;1}11ag1r_1ation and the heart, the variety and
and the skill with which b ¢ richness and fluency of his eloquence ;

sions of his € wins the attention and com -
rival, Towgggetrﬁéleca]lge him, among our English morz{ﬁi?sdivg?}?ogisa
continent with the DUkSe fOf 1763, Mr. Smith arranged to visit the
Tor the next ten years ;o 'B“CCIelfgh, returning to London in 1766.
and in 1776, accounted t e lived quietly with his mother at Kirkaldy ;
%ng of his ‘INQUIRY (;ls};%“;;g nglg‘sj long retreat, by the public’
'EALTH OF Na ’ RE AND CaA

missioner of Cust?rgg?;\ S:In 1778, Mr. Smith was appgisfiido?f C'l‘;};‘ﬁ‘:
were considerable, [ cotland, the pecuniary emoluments of which
Miss Douglass died :“784, he lost his mother. In 1788, his cousin

{ uly, 1790, he (’iied, i:a?n:g O:l sﬁ(e)r:l ad been strongly attached ; and in
iis friend Riddell, regretted that ¢ H‘;hgig)‘g((’)‘skigoc?versat’ion with
ITTLE.

?opinions have been abridged fro ‘
a Th
Y Professor Dugald Stewart, ogEdinb:xnrzhﬁg;;-‘o—nA' Mj
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ADVERTISEMENT
TO THE SIXTH EDITION.

SINCE the first_publication of the THEORY OF MORAL SENTIMENTS,
which was in the beginning of the vear 1759, several corrections, and a
good many illustrations of the doctrines Contained in it, have occurred
to me. But the various occupations in which the different accidents of
my life necessarily involved me, have till now prevented sre from
revising this work with the care and attention which I always intended.
The reader will find the principal altcrations which I have made in this
New Edition, in the last Chapter of the third Section of Part First ;
and in the four first Chapters of Part Third. Part Sixth, as it stands
in this New Edition, is altogether new. In Part Seventh, I bave
brought together the greater part of the different passages concerning
the Stoical Philosophy, which, in the former Editions, had been scat-
tered about in different parts of the work. I have likewise endeavoured
to explain more fully, and examine more distinctly, some of the doc-
trines of that famous sect. In the fourth and last Section of the same
Part, I have thrown together a few additional observations concerning
the duty and the principle of veracity. There are, besides, in other
parts of the work, a few other alterations and corrections of no
great moment.

In the last paragraph of the first Edition of the present work, I said
that I should in another discourse endeavour to give an account of the
general principles of law and government, and of the different revolu-
tions which they had undergone in the different ages and periods of
society ; not only in what concerns justice, but in what concerns police,
revenue, and arms, and whatever else is the object of law. In the
Inguiry concerning the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations,
I have partly executed this promise ; at least so far as concerns police,
revenue, and arms. What remains, the theory of jurisprudence, which
I have long projected, I have hitherto been hindered from executing, by
the same occupations which had till now prevented me from revising
the present work. Though my very advanced age leaves me, I acknow-
ledge, very little expectation of ever being able to execute this great
work to my own satisfaction ; yet, as I have not altogether abandoned
the design, and as I wish still to continue under the obligation of doing
what I can, I have allowed the paragraph to remain as it was published
more than thirty years ago, when I entertained no doubt of being able

1o execute every thing which it announced.
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