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AN ARKANSAS PROPHET

village on a cold day, watch the old codgers

and see where they congregate. That’s what
the stray cats do, or perhaps the codgers follow
the cats. However that may be, both can be de-
pended upon to find the open door where comfort
is. 'They will probably lead you to the rear end
of the village store, the tobacco-stained drawing-
room, where an old stove dispenses hospitality in
an atmosphere like unto which, for genial dispo-
sition, there is none so unfailing.

From November to May the old stove in the
back of Chris Rowton’s store was, to its devotees
at least, the most popular hostess in Simpkins-
ville. And, be it understood, her circle was com-
posed of people of good repute. Even the cats
sleeping at her feet, if personally tramps, were
well connected, being lineal descendants of known
cats belonging to families in regular standing.

IF you would find the warmest spot in a little
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