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PREFACE

No writer of antiquity has taken a stronger hold upon
the modern mind than Horace, The causes of this
are manifold, but three may be especially noted : his
broad human sympathies, his vigorous common-sense,
and his consumnate mastery of expression. The mind
must be either singularly barren or singularly cold to
which Horace does not speak. The scholar, the
statesman, the soldier, the man of the world, the
town-bred man, the lover of the country, the thought-
ful and the careless, he who reads much, and he who
reads little, all find in his pages more or less to amuse
their fancy, to touch their feelings, to quicken their

. observation, to nerve their convictions, to put into

happy phrase the deductions of their experience,
His poetical sentiment is not pitched in too high a
key for the unimaginative, but it is always so genuine
that the most imaginative feel its charm. His wisdom
is decper than it seems, so simple, practical, and direct
as it is in its application ; and his moral teaching more
spiritual and penetrating than is apparent on a super-
ficial study. He does not fall into the common error
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