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PREFACL.

HE poems of which a literal prose translation is now
offered to the English reader enjoy a popularity in

their native land which they can scarcely expect to obtain in
a foreign country. At home they live on the lips and in the
memories of old and young, of rich and poor, and have be-
come a sort of national heirloom ; abroad they run the risk
of being regarded as little more than quaint curiosities.
Much of their special excellence depends upon the choice
felicity of their language and the artistic structure of their
verse ; it is, therefore, scarcely possible for any one to form
a fair idea of their original merits who makes their acquaint-
ance only after they have been interpreted into alien prose.
But, even in a foreign dress, I think that they cannot fail to
interest and to please such readers as will make fair allow-
ance for the disadvantages under which they labour. Their
brilliance has naturally been dimmed, and their music has

D - ~ v


http://rucont.ru/efd/130449
http://rucont.ru/efd/130449
http://rucont.ru/efd/130449
http://rucont.ru/efd/130449

