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PREFACE.

HERE s probably no subject more interesting
T to the student of art, nov ome which it is
more defficult fo describe iz adequate tevms, than that
which embraces the art-works and art-thoughts of the
Japanese.  We have therefore fo crave the indulgence
of our veaders jor all the shovicomings in the present
attempt to lay before them a brief outline of Japanese
art gemevally, and « sketch of the Kevamic art of
Japan in particular.

1t is unmmecessary for ws fo say anything wmorve
with vefevence to our Intvoductory Essay, than to
solicit the indulgence of our wveaders, the subject is
one which wmight be enlavged wpon to almost any
extent, for materials of interest ave so wnumerous as
to be embarvassing, but the limit and chief aim of
our Work requived that it should be condenscd into
the smallest space consistent with wtility.

In writing the chapters devoted to the considera-
tion of the [apanese Keramic manufactuves, are
carrying oul a work not hitherto attempted, nan-
the classification of [apanese pottery, great difficulties
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